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HE Author of this addreſs calls himſelf | 
- your Friend, becauſe he wiſhes you well, 
and would ſerve” you to the utmoſt of his 
power. If he has not filver and gold, ſuch as 
he has, he freely gives. - e has been taught 


himſelf that there are truths more valuable 
than either, and he would fain teach you the 
ſame: for wiſdom is a defence, and money is a 
defence : * but the excellency of knowledge is, 
that wiſdom giveth LIFE to them that have it *. 
I have an eaſy acceſs to many of thoſe 
' whom you ſerve, and can remind them of 
their duty privately, as well as from the pul- 
pit; but ſome of their ſervants I have no op- 
portunity of converſing with, and therefore, 
have compoſed the preſent little tract for your 
uſe. A e 880 


85 * Eccl. Vit 12. 
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A Miniſter who rightly regards his "RR 
tion, feels an affection for every claſs of his 
people :---as the ſpiritual Parent of a large 


Family, he has à concern for every part of it: 


and as the ſervant of him who made himſelf 
the ſervant of all, he cannot overlook thoſe who 


have a name ſo like his own. 


But the ſervice I am endeavouring to render 
vou, will very much depend upon your heing 


willing to be ſerved . There are minds in fo 


unhappy a ſtate that nothing ſerious or impor- 


tant can gain their attention. If they read at 
all, they either amuſe themſelves with trifles, 
or poiſon themſelves with traſh. Such will 


probably throw away this tract in contempt, 


if it ſhould fall into their hands. Should it, 


however, fall into the hand of one more 
_ thoughtful, I will endeavour that he thall be 


repaid for looking it over. 
I have been often encouraged when "RE the 


+ J have met a ſervant's attentive eye: or 
when I have ſeen them liſtening to a profitable 
remark. while waiting in the parlour :---I have 
been pleaſed to meet them at a bookſeller” 5, en- 


quiring for ſome inſtructive publication; i and 


Er 
have been ready to ſay upon ſuch occaſions, 
Happy is the man (whatever be his ſtation) that 
getteth underſtanding, for ſhe 1s @ tree of Ii 77e to 
them that lay hold upon her *. 
The fluggard is wiſer in bis own eyes than 
feven men that can render a reaſon + ; but the 
man of underſtanding will think and liſten :--- 
he will ſeriouſly conſider the ſhortneſs of life, 
and how ftupid and 'brutiſh it is to waſte it 
without improvement; much more ſo to fink 
it in folly, ſenſuality, and vice ; and inſtead of 
making proviſion for a happy immortality, on- 
ly lay the ground for bitter repentance. : 
Thinking perſons I ſay cannot but feel the 
weight of theſe confiderations, and accordingly 
| they will liſten to ſuch hints as they meet with 
on the ſubject, and they will improve as they 
liſten.--In this temper, and in this way, ſome | 
of the firſt characters for uſefulneſs and reſpeR- 
| ability have ariſen from among ſervants, agree- 
able to that ſcripture, a wiſe ſervant ſhall have 
rule over a ſon that cauſeth Shame, and ſhall 
have part of the inberitance mg" the Bre- | 
thron t. 
* Prov. iii. 13. 18 + xxvi. 16. f vil. 2. 


1 


— —— — ¶ — — 
* 


"OY 
Turn your mind, therefore, to ſuch inſtrue- 
tion as Providence ſhall pleaſe to afford you in 
this or any other way.---It 1s from a ſmall ſeed 
dropt into the ground that the moſt uſeful and 
ornamental productions of the field and garden 
ariſe: and a ſingle hint has given riſe to a train 
of eee which has formed a new character 
among men. | e 
And here let me add a caution, namely, that 
you ſhould be careful not to ſlight any truth, 
becauſe ſome weak perſon may happen to hold 
it, or ſome bad character may chance to defend 
it; or becauſe it may be ſpoken to you in a 
wrong temper, or at an improper ſeafon.---It 
is poſſible that theſe very hints may be put in- 
to your hand in a way which tends to lefſen 
their good effect.--But recollect that a guinea 
is exactly of the ſame value to you in whatever 
way it is preſented.---Regardleſs of the mind 
of the giver, you would ſay, gold is gold: 
now I only aſk that you would, in the ſame 
way, refle& that Truth is Truth ! and that 
Truth will ſerve you where Gold cannot. Y 
Buy thou, therefore, the Truth, and af xa it not 2. 


* Prov. xxiii. 2 * 


L970 
on any account whatever; ſtand by it, and it 
will ſtand by thee ; for it is GREAT, and l 
| PREVAIL. 


0 H A P. II. 
The Servant's Inter. 5 
N ui Providence has ined FRA 


i 


ferent ſtations, and made them dependent 
on 8 other; ſo that the. EYE cannot ſay to 
the HAND, © 1 have no need of thee 5 FORT ( has 
alſo made the happineſs of each member to de- | 
pend on the regular performance of its own 
particular office; ſo that the eye, while it di- 
re&s the hand, ſhall, in return, receive protee- ; 
tion from it.---This mutual dependence is in- 
tended that there ſhould be no ſchiſm in the Bo- 
dy but that the members ſhould Have the ſame 
care one for. another +. 
. Whatever, therefore, you meet * in this 
tract, which treats of what you owe to the hap- 
pineſs of your em ployers, is by no means to be 
underſtood, as if the payment would leſſen your 
own Rock of happineſs.—-1j mean to ſhew ra- 


* 1 Cor; xii. 21. + V. 255 
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ther that your intereſts. ate mutual, and that 


what promotes your maſter's comfort, as truly 
increaſes your own. A fatherly regard to your 
true intereſt ought never to be forgotten either 


by your Miniſter or Maſter ; both are bound 
to remember that they alſo have a Maſter in 


heaven, who has commanded them to love their 


neig bhour as themſelves * and to give unto their ; 


ſervants that which ts uft and equal $7 


"EY is juft and equal then that faithful ſervice 
: mould meet with ſuitable protection and encou- 


ragement.- Neither the laws of God nor man 
forbid. your prudently ſeeking relief under 


want, exceſſive labour, or injuries of any kind. 
| You are juſtified in quitting a place in which 


you cannot enjoy health, or obtain reafonable 


ſupport and comfort.---But - prudence requires 


Fou to be cautions how you nog, At Aga place 


| merely for the ſake of greater wages: Many 


a ſervant bab fold health, comfort and character, 


yea, the ſafety alſo of Aa body and ſoul for z 
paltry confideration in mbney ; and learned too 


late, that one place with ſmall wages, is often 


* Matth. zxii. 3ꝙ%;]kõ) ꝙ] Col. iv. 1. 
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better (all things ee than another 
with large. 7 N 

Much leſs, let 2 baſty hs or r momentary 
vexation, throw you out of place;---This is act- 
ing more like a paſſionate child than a man.—. 
Whatever you do in a paſſion, you will repent 
 doing.------It is always felly ; often madneſs. 
———ð No government,“ ſays an able writer, 
4 could ſubſiſt for a day, if ſingle errors could 

“ juſtify defection.“ And we may add, that ſuch 

as throw up their poſt for an error's fake, will 
= probably ſpend their lives in e for their 
raſhneſs. pes 33 

In wiſhing to 1 your * you ſhould 
 recolle& that every change will bring with it 
its own inconveniencies and difficulties, and 


| ſome that you will have no fuſpicion of, till 


you feel them.---It is childiſh to form high ex- 
pectations of a new thing. 5 People of experi- 
ence expect but little from the moſt flattering : 
proſpects and propoſals. Sin, Iike a blight, has 
entered every place, and marred the moſt plea- 
| fant of its fruits and flowers.---If good men, 
(like Aaron, Eli and David) are obliged to la- 


1 1 0 
ment that their houſe is not ſo with God“ as 
Ul they wiſh and earneftly pray for; what can we 
| expect from the generality of houfes? 

il © "You ſhould alſo never forget that we carry 
| te greateſt part of the trouble we complain of, 
W in our own boſoms.-When we wiſh a change, 
we, for the moſt part, are like fick perſons, who. 
imagine, that if they could change ſides in their 

j bed, they ſhould be eafier ; ;---they turn, but 
bi they are {till uneaſy ; ; and why ? becauſe they 
| are ſtill fick,---This life was never intended to 
be the reſt of either maſter or ſervant, both have 
their burdens, and the maſter” 8 15 oftentimes 
the heavier of the two. | 
The dutiful and pious conduct of ſome ſer- 
vants towards their indigent relations, ſhould 
not be forgotton.---I have ſeen a daughter wil- 
ling to wear mear clothes, that her aged mo- 
her might have ſome to wear.---I have alſo 
ſeen ſuch conduct bleſſed with diſtinguiſhed fa- 
vour. Honour, therefore, thy father and thy 
mother, (which is the firſt commandment with 

5 "Foun that it may be well with thee +. 

As reputation in general, is that which gives 


* 2 Sam. xxili. 85. + Eph, vi. 2. 3. 
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weight and influence to any man; ſo the repu- 
tation of ſervants is peculiarly their ſtrength. 
A ſervant with health and character is provi- 
ded for. A good name is better than precious 
ointment -A ſilent ſteadineſs, a tried integri- 
ty and diligence ; are ſo eſſential to the intereſts 
of mankind, that no maſter can be inſenſible of 
: their value : be aſſured that the wealthieſt and 
the happieſt are ſo. needy, in this reſpect, that 
ſuch ſeryice muſt always bear a high price. 
Let nothing, therefore, baſe or falſe, rob you 
: a that precious jewel, your reputation be 
honeſt, diligent, and civil, if it be only out of 
5 reſpect to yourſelf. Who is not ſtruck with 
the anſwer of that ſlave, which hiſtory records, 
who ſtanding among others for ſale, and being 
aſked by a purchaſer, * Wilt thou be faithful if 
A buy thee ?? replied, c os i whether yo * 
mme or not.“ Ys , 126 
But character, eſpecially among Solon (to 
whom I now ſpeak) is eafily blaſted, ſo as to 
be irreeoverably loſt.---If any conſideration can 
| leflen the crime of the villain who, attempts to 
trip you of it, it muſt be that of. his not con- 


* Feel. vii. * 
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| Edering the depth of ruin into which he would 


will not forget, that want of reputation, and the 
deſpair which attends it, fill our ſtreets with 


_ | Depend upon it, that he who would dif- 
honour you, has no fincere affection for you; 
and the moment you ſuffer him to paſs the 
bounds of the ſtricteſt decorum, he muſt loſe 
even his reſpect for you: that very reſpect u- 


built. 


your danger. Detect ruin in its firſt approach - 
es: underſtand its ſmiling aſpect, and plauſible 
pretence : particularly avoid dangerous occa- 


you of your reſolution, They have made but 


have not learned how weak their reaſons and 
_ reſolutions are in the moment of temptation 3 
and therefore that their ſafety lies in making - 
a timely eſcape---that is to ſay an immediate 


[x2 ] 


plunge -you.+--Should he, however, be cruel 
enough to negle& the conſideration, ſurely you 


Proſtitutes, murdering at once body and ſoul. 


pon which alone a true and conſtant regard is 


Your ſafety partly conſiſts in being aware of 


fions : and whatever you find likely to deprive 


little obſervation on their own hearts, that 


one. 
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Jo ſpeak more generally, bad company is ſo 


miſchievous, that when a young ſervant is ob- 
ſerved to be entering into it, every perſon of 
compaſſion and diſcernment recoils at the fight, 
as at ſeeing a ſheep enter the ſlaughter-houſe. 
---Who that has ſeen any thing of life does not 
know the miſchief of a vicious converſation 
and example ?---What will not ſuch an unprin- 
cipled tongue dare to aflert ?---What ſo ſacred | 
that does not ſerve it for a jeſt What 
character or ſervice will it not teach others to 
deſpiſe ?---What corrupt maxim or vain pro- 
7 je& will it not recommend ?---I have known a 

| ſhort converſation quite unhinge a ſober mind. 

I have obſerved, a few hints plant diſorder 
5 and wretchedneſs in a once contented breaſt, 

that could never afterwards be rooted out. I | 
have even been ſurpriſed to find how ſoon a bad 10 


example would transform one that has been 


long humble, diligent and conſcientious, into 


the very reverſe. | 
In a word, ſuch a tongue is, indeed, an un- 


ruly evil, and Full of deadly poiſon * ; and the 
danger 1 is the greater, becauſe the Poiſon 1 1s of- 


* James i 111. 8. 
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| ten mixed with ſomething curious and enter- 
'| taining; or it is preſented under the notion of 
_ friendſhip : the venom thus ſweetened, creeps 

into the heart, before even its danger is ſuſ- 


_ peted.---But beware of this deadly cup, as 
you prize your ſafety:---the more pleaſing you 


a — — ci ww Ne ; 
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find it, the more dangerous it 1s.--- The beſt 
advice here, is that which comes from the 
| higheſt authority. Avoid it; paſs not by it ; : 
turn from it, and paſs away *, E oy 

IT think I ought not to omit warning you of ” 

14 the ſnare which attends Gaming, or adventu- 
ring in Lotteries. Covetouſneſs lies. at the 
I} root of it; and a diſcontent with that provi- 
fion which God has already made for us. It 


is he who has placed us in our different ſta- 


tions, and bids each to take heed and beware 
J covetouſneſs +, and depend for our ſupport 
upon him who clothes the lilies and feeds the 
birds. -And ſo far from encouraging a man in 
| thoſe crooked paths which lead to waſting, and 
ſometimes to ſtealing, He charges him to la- 
bour, working with his hands the thing which is 


* Prov, iv. oo + Luke xii. 15. 


E 
good, that he may have to give (even though he 
is but a labourer) to him that needeth *. 


Many honeſt and proſperous ſervants, led a- 
way by the puffing propoſals of gain, which 
are every where to be met with, would think 
a real Friend was romancing if he ſhould give 
them an account of the diſtrefles, frauds, hes, 
and other deſperate fteps to which ſuch pro- 
| jets often lead; and which ſometimes end, 
not only in the loſs of character, but even of 
life. Such an account, I ſay, might ſurpriſe 
thoſe who know but little of the world, and 
the effect of its gilded baits; but is this ac- 
count any thing more than what has actually 
happened again and again ?---And if we often 
bear of fuch things, how many more evils of 
mis ſort may we reaſonably ſuppoſe. there are 
of which we never hear ? 5 
But it is with Gaming as with moſt other 
bad habits: it advances a ſtep at a time : 
the firſt ſtep is thought to be innocent and ſafe ; 
the next is not conſidered as very dangerous ; 
the third (however dangerous) is yet deemed 
in preſent circumſtances abſolutely neceſſary ; | 


* Eph. iv. 28. 
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till at length the deluded adventurer awakes, 


as from a dream, to reflect (but too late) upon 
his folly and his ruin. . 


If I have ſaid nothing of ſwearing, drunken- 


neſs, indecency, violence, &c. &c. it is merely 
| becauſe ſuch vices are too groſs and ſcandalous 
to need expoſing in ſuch a tract as this. Who 


that commits theſe crimes does not, (upon re- 


flection) feel aſhamed of them ?---There are, 
however, ſome confiderations at the end of the 
book, to which ſuch an unhappy character 
would do well to take heed before it is too 
late. For he that Being often reproved, harden- 
eth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly. be de . and | 


that without remedy *. 


I am obliged now to turn from conſidera- 


tions which more particularly relate to your 
private concerns, to thoſe which belong to e | 
engagement. | 

But before we enter upon the next chapter, 


let us ſeriouſly reſolve to ſeek his bleſſing upon 


theſe hints, “from whom (as our church ex- 


preſſes it) © all holy deſires, all good coun- 


« ſels, and all juſt works do proceed ;---that 


» a 
4 
l 
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% we who cannot do any thing that is good 


1 without him, may by him be. enabled to 
live according to his will, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord. Amen.” 


GHAP. M 
4 Maſter's Reaſonablo Expectation. 


| | T E who foreſaw the infinite variety of dif- 


putable cafes which would ariſe, and 


Which no body of laws, however extenſive, 
could reach: when “ he viſited us in great hu- 
* mility,” left a rule ſo comprehenſive, that it 


may be applied to every caſe ; and at the ſame 


time ſo eaſy, that the meaneſt capacity may 


apply it. 


ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YE WOULD ruar 


MEN SHOULD DO vx ro YOU, po YE EVEN TY 
' TO THEM : FOR THIS 1S THE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS *, 


As our claim upon others depends ſo much 


upon our rendering to all their dues t, (as tri- 


bute, to whom tribute is due; cuſtom, to whom 


; * Matth. vii. 12. . I Rom. xiii. 7. 


B 3. 
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cuſtom ; fear, to whom fear ; and honour, to 


whom honour) : it is my duty to ſtate to you 
ſome of thoſe ſervices which thoſe you live 


with have a right to claim. And, as the firſt 
Rep to our rightly performing our part, is to 
now it, 1 ſhall ſele& the rule above-mention- 


ed as our meaſuring-rod.---] ſhall put this ſtan- 


dard into your own hand, and obferve,'that in 


order to your uſing it, you have only to ſup- 


poſe, that Providence had appointed you to go- 


vern inſtead of to ſerve ;- you will then per- 


ceive what you would reaſonably have claim- 
ed from thoſe ſervants over whom you were 
placed. 


Would you not expe while you kulfiled 


your engagements with them, that they ſhould 
alſo fulfil their engagements to you, namely, 
to yield you both faithful and cheerful ſervice ? 


bearing with thoſe infirmities in vou which 


are common to human nature ?.--Would you 
not expect them to be honeſt, not only in lar- 
ger matters, but that they ſhould not watch 
opportunities to purloin in ſmaller 2. Would | 
you deem it upright if they liſtened to your 

private converſation 2-=-If they examined your 


"= 
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private papers ?---if they waſted or made a. 
way with your-ſubſtance?+ or your time 2. 
In a word, would you not ſay, real honeſty 
will do nothing which fears a diſcovery, or 
which needs ſecret opportunities, or conceal- 
ments. 7 


For a maſter pays his ſervant as much for 
time and care; as his tradeſmen for goods ; and 
while his property is liable to be attacked in a 
variety of ways, he employs ſervants, like 
ſo many watchmen to defend it. But how | 
hard would you deem it to be betrayed by your 
guards ?---To have the very ſtaff upon which 
you leaned, not only fail, but pierce you? 


To have a ſervant idle when you particularly 
needed his activity? and waſting that which is 
often provided with difficulty ?...How would 


1 you feel his careleſſneſs, when much depended 


| on his care? and if he were at the ſame time 

| too proud and impatient to receive either re- 
; proof or inftruftion ?--- With what grief would 
L you obſerve him chuſing the very connections 
1 which you had forbidden 2 forming a ſeparate 
c | Intereſt, yea, a ſort of conſpiracy aga{t you 
5 


and your family ? and ſeeking wretched pre- 


—— 
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tences to juſtify abſolute injuries? I cannot 
doubt but that you would propoſe your rule, 


as an end to all debate :---You would bid him 


honeſtly aſk. his own heart, How he would 
| like ſuch treatment? 
| The ſame may be ſaid of the abuſe of hor- 
ſes: not to mention the baſeneſs of ill- treating 
a generous creature who cannot complain, and 
who while he ſtands patient under repeated in- 
juries, ſtands alſo ready to ſtrain every nerve 8 
to pleaſe his cruel abuſer how would you 
feel if your ſervant thus treated a horſe you. 


valued ? 


Let fuch an abuſer alſo alk himſelf how be 

| would feel to live conſtantly under the laſh of 

an unfeeling tyrant who either has no meaning 
in his abuſe, or who takes no pains to make 
his meaning underſtood ?---under one who may. 

bave any thing done by gentle methods, but 

who makes choice of cruel ones ?---and one 
who by repeating his etuelties, has ſo harden- 

ed himſelf that it becomes difficult t to convince 

. | him that he 1 is cruel : 4 

Again, would you not expect mat white d 


your: a was ſecured, and your intereſt 
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conſulted 1n other reſpects, that the character 
of yourſelf and your family ſhould be equally 
ſecure ?- Apply the rule again, and enquire 
what you would think of a ſervant who ſcru- 
pled not to expoſe your weakneſs to any one 
who would be mean enough to hear the tale ? 
what would you ſay to thoſe who collected 
and retailed every fault or misfortune in your 
family ; eſpecially when miſtated, and preſent- 
ed only on the unfavourable fide ?---I am per- 
ſuaded their taking away your purſe would 


not leave ſo unfavourable an impreſſion upon 
e , - 
IT have ſaid nothing here of inventing abſo- 
lute falſehoods, becauſe I am not ſpeaking to 
the abandoned but to the inconſiderate — to 
ſuch as do not conſider that to ſpeak only half 
the truth is often a lie, and that the truth it- 
ſelf may be ſo injurious, that nothing can ju- 
ſtify its being ſpoken, but when greater inju- 
ries muſt follow upon our ſilence. 
Once more, you would not only require 


your ſervant to be honeſt, fober, and careful 


of your property, intereſt, and character; but 


you would reaſonably expect attention as to 


I 

1 ſ 22 ] 
the manner of your being ſerved.--- You muſt 
1 be conſcious how much ſatisfaction depends 


| | upon the ſpirit and temper of the perſon ſer- 
| 


Ii i 7 ving, and how very offenſively a command may - 
TH . - bu obeyed: inſomuch, that obedience in the act, 


1 '' may be accompanied with perfect rebellion in 
| the manner. You know if you receive aſlſt- 
ance in a ſullen, careleſs, or impertinent way, 
7 ou had rather be without ſuch ſervice. You : 
muſt alfo be ſenſible that if every trifle be made 


1 N a ſubject of debate or contention, no family can 


be at peace. Providence has appointed ſome 
I to govern, and others to ſerve, as different 
| members of the ſame body; and when this or- 


der is not cheerfully ſubmitted to, there muſt | 


Thus I have mentioned ſome inſtances as > 
amples of trying the rule or ſtandard of right; 


| enſue ſtrife, confuſion, and every evil work. 
g | 5 | . | = . E 
| but innumerable inſtances befide theſe might 


be mentioned, and will daily ariſe, to which 
the rule 1s equally applicable. If, therefore, 
vicious companions attempt to make wrong ap- 
pear right, or to think very little of the 
wrong; recolle& you have a rule at hand 


which will exactly ſuit the caſe; and eaſily de- 
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termine what is your duty: for no wrong con- 


duct in others can poſſibly excuſe what is 
wrong in us. 5 

A conſiderate maſter will not, indeed, rigo- 
rouſly exact his claims: he will know human 
nature too well to expect more than imperfect 
ſervice from imperfect creatures.---The errors 
he marks in his own courſe, the paſſions 
which diſturb his own boſom, and the ten tbou- 
fand talents he hereby owes to his Lord, will 
teach him to avoid ſo great a miſtake as that 
of angrily taking has ſervant by the throat » Jay=- 
ing, Pay me that thou oweſt * But the 
more generouſſy he refrains from demanding 
all his due, the more ready ſhould you be to 
pay it. Vea, with a generoſity like his own, 
exact it from yourſelf.--- And depend upon it 
that if you poſſeſs ſuch real worth, ſooner or 
later your worth will be felt and acknowled- 
ged; however low your preſent ſituation, or 


diſcouraging your proſpects. 


* Matth. xvii. 28. 


— 


P PI A IR oe AS 
— — — 
—— —y— 


— 
— — 


L 24 J 


LE + 2 
— z — 


4 
11 
[ 


[ DT CHAP. IV. 


1 Ih | 
1 .  Fellow-Servants. 
E- OME i in this ebavby: to drop a few hints 


|| 5 u the temper you ſhould eultivate 
61 towards your FELLOW- SER VAN TS: and your li- 


| j | ving well with them, depends much upon the 
1 regard you pay to the ſame general rule, of 
11 would be d 5 

1 doing as you wou one by. 

0 i The jealoufies and animoſities which 11. 
Wii 


from the mereſt trifle, and throw a large fa- 
18 mily into confuſion and party rage, are ſcarcel y 
| to be conceived by thoſe who have not ſeen 
| them---Like a ſingle ſpark, which ſtruck by | 
[ [| accident, and falling upon combuſtible matter, 
will lay a whole town in afhes.---In order, 


therefore, to live in peace, you muſt not only 
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be peaceably diſpoſed, but, as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, vou muſt SEEK peace and PURSUE it E 
--- that is, as men purſue an object upon which 
their heart is ſet. Olten have we heard com- 


: plaints Rated with greater plankbllity by one 


* 1 Pet. TT 11. 
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party, and thought the injury to be very great, 
till the other ſide was heard. If, therefore, 


you ſuppoſe (which 1 is very common) that the | 


grievance lies chiefly, if not entirely with your 
fellow-ſervant, put yourſelf in his place, and 


| y ou wall, perhaps, begin to diſcover your. mi- 
ſtake. 


Let me particularly exhort you to make an 


ingenious confeſſion of error as ſoon as you 


diſcover it. Never think you degrade your- 
ſelf by taking the fide of truth, whenever, or 
with whomſoever i it appears.---You never pre- 
tended to be infallible, why then be ſo back- 
ward to acknowledge an error ?---To convince 


my adverſary is gaining a victory over him, 


but to confeſs my miſtake is to gain one over 


myſelf.---Jn a word, it is often the only me- 
thod left us of doing away a fault :---it is the 
way to riſe by a fall :---it is an opportunity of 


ſeizing the approbation of another's mind :---it 
ſilences his future blame; and often overcomes 


evil with good. 


Hiſtory mentions an exemplary character, 
who went to his enemy, and faid, Shall we 
never be reconciled till we become a table- 
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[26] 
talk to all the country ?'--- And when his e- 
nemy agreed to reconciliation, © Remember,” 
ſaid he, that though I was both the elder, 
and the ſuperior, I ſought firſt to thee !'.-- 
© True,” replied the other, I every way feel 
my inferiority ; for I began the quarrel, and 
* thou the reconciliation.” 


One of the worſt characters that enters a 
houſe is tbe whiſperer, which ſeparateth chief 
Friend: But I pray you, uuderſtand me 


here ! By a whiſperer, I cannot mean one who 


feels himſelf bound to give notice of wrongs 
he cannot otherwiſe prevent: no; I mean a 
_ wanton or malicious ſower of ſtrife—1 hope 
Fou will conſider | the injuſtice and cruelty of 
ſuch a practice and recollect, none deſpiſes 
the tale-bearer more than thoſe who liſten to 
the tale; and that with what meaſure ye nete, 
it will (in one way or other) be meaſured to 
00 again F. ” 5 Fg 
In a word, whether we regard liſters or 
Servants, we live in a world which has ſo ma- 
ny ſharp points and critical ſtations, that our 
own comfort, as well as that of thoſe we live 


* Prov. xvi. 28. + Matth. vii. 2. 


L 27 1 
with, is made to turn upon mutual kindneſs, 
forbearance, accommodation, and dependence; 
in want of theſe we are condemned to bear the 
laſh of continual diſcord, and are made our own 
tormentors. 


The leaſt conſideration will inform us, how 


eaſy it is to put an ill- natured conſtruction up- 


on a word; and what perverſe turns and ex- 


preſſions ſpring from an evil temper; -- nothing 


can be explained to him who will not under- 


ſtand; nor will any thing appear right to the 
_ unreaſonable..--< Every thing in life,” ſays one 

of the ancients, <4 has two handles; but it muſt 
be a bad diſpoſition, indeed, which will be ever 


ſeizing the wrong one. 


I therefore repeat it, that if you would have 


comfort, you maſt give it, It is no uncommon 


thing to hear the very perſons who throw a fa- 


mily into confuſion, complain that there is no 


peace in the family. But he that would eſ- 


cape the calamity of fire, muſt be careful not 


to ſtrike the ſparks which enkindle it. 


| The only remedy for all theſe evils is true re- 


ligion. This (as far as it is embraced) brings 
glory to God, peace on earth, and good. will to- 


[ 28 J 


[1 0 | wards men. -The {lighteſt acquaintance with 


|! the doQrine and example of our Savicur, muſt 
convince every unprejudiced mind of their ho- 
ly and heavenly tendency : and the tendency of 


this religion is a ſufficient proof that it came 
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} proof could be given. 


From whence come ware and 2 being! 2 among 


ii us, but from the want of that mind our maſ- 
ter poſſeſſed and recommended ?---Such a mind 
110 would put an end to thoſe bickerings and jea- 


Iouſies which render families ſo wretched. 
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1 Chriſtianity teaches us to ſuffer ills, not to in- 
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flict them; and to give good meaſure, and run- 
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bit ing over, rather than nicely to conſider what 
* was agreed for. | 


14 But whatever price we pay for peace, it muſt 


o 
* 


ay 


never be purchaſed at the expence of Truth.--- 


The quiet of ſome perſons is little more than 


. 8 
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a ſtate of confederacy, or agreement in wrong 
fentiments and bad practices. As it is my du- 
oy to warn you of whatever is wrong in gene- | 


, let x me add, that there 1 18 nothing wrong in 


d Luke 1 Is, 


1 9 J 
the charscter of man, which a ſerious reader 
of his Bible will not find deſcribed, together 
with its danger and remedy. 

Let me alſo remind you to value and im- 
prove your Time; for, as ſomebody has ob- 
ſerved, <it is with our time as with our money, 
* a good huſband makes a little go a great 
© way.”---Spare minutes, taken care of, turn to 
great account at the year's end.---Waſte not 
then the leiſure you have (eſpecially on the 
Sunday) i in ſo wretched and unprofitable a man- 
ner as many do; but gather up your fragments 
ok time for preſent improvement and eternal 

happineſs; and endeavour in improving oppor- 
tunities, to imitate a great character of form- 
er times, who when almoſt expiring, he heard 
lome perſons diſoourſing in a low tone of voice, 
ind, © Speak out, that I may learn ſomething 
nore before T die? 


CHAP.-V. 

Religion. 
r Have hitherto ſpoken principally on hate 
ſubjects which relate to your comfort and 


character in this world : I ſhould, however, 


6 
perform but a ſmall part of my duty, and but 
ill fulfil the profeſſion of a friend, were I to 


confine my advice only to the preſent moment. 


To give a man direction for travelling comfort- 


ably 1s worth ſomething ; but how inſufficient 
will this be, if we neglect to point out the right 


road in which he is to travel? -Even a rough 
and dreary way, which leads to our father's 
houſe, is far better than a ſmooth and pleaſant 
path which leads to the abode of an enemy. 


I come, therefore, to ſpeak on the ſubject of 


that religion which I mentioned at the concl u- 


ſion of the laſt chapter; and which is no other 
than a ſtate of friendſhip with God,---which 
_ raiſes a high and lively ex pectation in our hearts 
on the ſecurity of his own truth,---which brings 
preſent life and peace *, and, like a river, re- 
freſhes and fertilizes every ce through which | 


1 t flows. 


Religion, moreover, particular] y invites your 


regard, as it is a bleſſing common to the rich 


and poor.“ It is at church that the poor 


% man lifts up his head,” Providence has 


* Rom, viii. 6. 


151 Y 
appointed many diſtinctions in other things, all 
which a Chriſtian is ſatisfied with on this very 


account, that as they are but tranſient in them- 


ſelves, ſo they are appointed of God for wiſe 


purpoſes: but in the grand and eternal concern, 
you have the ſame privileges and promiſes 


which are propoſed to your maſter.---For as 


the natural Sun ſhines into the. room of the 
meaneſt ſervant with the ſame ſplendour and 
warmth as into the maſter's, ſo the Sun of 


| Righteouſneſs ariſeth, without any MO of 


Ferme, upon their hearts. 


Leſt, however, you ſhould fall into the more 
common miſtakes about our religion; or 
leſt you ſhould be led away by any dangerous 

hereſy of the day, and make ſhipwreck of 


that faith for which our reformers ſo care. 


neſtly ſtrove and willingly bled; I intreat 


your attention while 1 diſcourſe farther on a 
ſubje& which in its importance. infinitely ex- 


ceeds every other. For the things which are 


ſeen are temporal; but the things which are not 


feen are eternal“ 


* 2 Cor. iv. 18, 
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[39.1 
perform but a ſmall part of my duty, and but 
ill fulfil the profeſſion of a friend, were I to 
| confine my advice only to the preſent moment. 
To give a man direction for travelling comfort- 
_ ably is worth ſomething ; but how inſufficient. 
will this be, if we neglect to point out the right 
road in which he is to travel ?---Even a rough 1 
and dreary way, which leads to our father's 
houſe, is far better than a ſmooth and pleaſant 
path which leads to the abode of an enemy. 
1 come, therefore, to ſpeak on the ſubject of 
that religion which I mentioned at the conclu- 
ſion of the laſt chapter; ; and which is no other 
than a ſtate of friendſhip with God,---which | 
raiſes a high and lively expeQation i in our hearts 
on the ſecurity of his own truth,---which brin g 
preſent /ife and peace *, and, like a river, re- 
| freſhes and fertilizes every * n which 
't flows. | h 
Religion, moreover, particularly: y invites your ö 
regard, as it is a bleſſing common to the rich 
and poor.--- It is at church that the poor 
„man lifts up his head.“ Providence has 


* Rom, viii. 6. 


e 

appointed many diſtinctions in other things, all 
which a Chriſtian is ſatisfied with on this very 

account, that as they are but tranſient in them- 


ſelves, ſo they are appointed of God for wiſe 


. purpoſes: but in the grand and eternal concern, 
f you have the ſame privileges and promiſes 
l which are propoſed to your maſter.---For as 
3 the natural Sun ſhines into the room of the 
t meaneſt ſervant with the ſame ſplendour and 
| warmth as into the maſter's, ſo the Sun of 
f | Righteouſneſs ariſeth, without any reſpect of 
ij Pris, upon their hearts. | 
* Leſt, however, you ſhould fall into we more 
* common miſtakes about our religion; or 
18 | left you ſhould be led away by any dangerous 
50 5 hereſy of the day, and make ſhipwreck of 
4 > that faith for which our reformers ſo car- 
oh | neſtly ſtrove and willingly. bled; I intreat 
Four attention while I diſcourſe farther on a 
ar ſubject which in its importance. infinitely ex- 
= ceeds every other. For the things which are 
ar | feen are temporal but the things which are not 
las hen are eternal 


* 2 Cor. iv. 18. 


132 ] 
Chriſtianity, then, is more than a reputable 
profeſſion, a juſt notion, or a regular form, how- 
ever valuable theſe may be in themſelves: to 


miſtake it for theſe, is like miſtaking an image 


for a man; or the ſhadow of any thing for the 


thing itfelf.---It is more than an outward re- 
formation; for this is but lopping off the 
branches of a bad tree, while the root remains 


9 to ſhoot afreſh. 
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It is alſo more than doing our duty towards 


one another; for to ſtop here, would be like re- 
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| garding your tellow-ſervants while you forgot. 
Four maſter... Yea, we ſhall fall ſhort of our 


| 1 . mark, if we only regard what we are to do for 
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our great MASTER himſelf; ſince the goſpel 
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principally diſcovers what HE HATH DONE for 
vs; and this diſcovery is declared to be of 


; ſuch importance, that our eternal ſtate depends 
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upon the regard we pay to it 9 


„ =o 
— nes 5p x 


If, indeed, our religion were not more than 
ſome moraliſts teach, the figurative atonements 
made before Chriſt + came, and the real one he 
made on the croſs, would not only be an im- 
menſe, but unneceſlary expence ; and the pro- 


* | | * Mark xvi. 13, 16. 


19 
miſe of a divine ſpirit and a new heart *, unnac- 


countable.---On the other hand, the croſs of 


Chriſt, and the promiſe of his Spirit, point out 


the depth of that ruin into whch ſin has plung- 


ed us: they ſhew, that without ſhrading of 
Blood there 15 no remiſſion ;---and, that with- 


out ſuch a repentance or change of mind takes 


place in the finner, as may be compared to his 


being born again, he cannot 1 the e of 


God 4. | 
To ſpeak as plainly as I can on ſuch a ſub- 


il Chriſtianity ſets forth the benefits which 


allen creatures derive from a Redeemer, who 


is no leſs than GoD manifeft in the flefb : and 


: theſe benefits conſiſt in that which he wrought 


FOR them, and that which he works IN them. 


: At the ſame time it diſcovers that, without 
1 zin, they can ao nothing for themſelves J. 


Who, in this reſpect, bath beleved our re- 


port? and to whom ts the arm of the LORD re- 


vealed 2 FOR us (if, indeed, we are his diſci- 


ples) he grew up as a tender plant; for us be 
Was «pier and rejeted of men; aud after 


* Ezck. 2 xxXvi. 26. + Heb. 1x. 22. = | . John i. 3 


|| Tira. iii. 16. „ Toll $%. © 
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ſpeaking to our caſe as man never ſpake, and 


performing ſuch wonders as man never wrought, 


our iniquity was laid upon him, and he was 


brought as a lamb to the flaughter.---There, for 
us men, and for our ſalvation, it pleFſed the 
Lord to bruiſe him, and to make his foul an 
offering for ſin *. Fox us alſo be gave himſelf +: 
and bore our fins in his own body on the . tree 1, 
lf ==-the Juft for the unjuſt, that be might bring 


1108 ur to God||. And, having DIED for us, for 
0 us alſo he ROSE, leading captivity captive, and 
| receiving GIFTS for men ©. 

"i But it was not only Fox Us he did this; he 
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il _ alſo ſends theſe purchaſed gifts 1NTo our hearts: 
enalt 18 IN us that he ſets up his kingdom 
| 1 ( [ of riebteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
| | i - Gb. It is Iv us he works repentance, faith, 
mW hope, and love, and all thoſe genuine fruits of 
| | FRY righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt to the 
5 glory and praiſe of God ++,--- This is that life of 
God in the ſoul of man which is the earneſt and 
foretaſte of life eternal.---And this our Lord 
has taught us to expect we ſhall as really and 
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actually derive from himſelf, and receive into 


our hearts, as the branch really and actually 
receives life, ſap or nouriſhment, from the Vine 
to which it is united F. 


As he fat on the well dicourſing with a wo- 


man of Samaria, he taught the ſame truth by 
another figure when he ſaid, * If thou neweſt 


* the GIFT oF GoD, and who it 1s that ſaith 


© to thee, © Give me drink ;” thou wouldeſt 
© have aſked of him, and he would have given 
© thee LIVING WATER. Whoſoever drinketh of _ 
© this water ſhall thirſt again: but whoſoever 
* drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, 
Hall never thir/t ; but the water that I ſhall 


give him ſhall be IN Him a well of water 
« ſpringing up into everlaſting liſe +. Accord- 


ingly in the great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood, 
and again proclaimed his beſt gift; and promiſ- 


ed to every thirſty ſoul a ſpring of divine and 


eternal life, derived, indeed, from himſelf, but 
to ſpring up ix the heart of the belie ver. And 
leſt his meaning ſhould not be comprehended 
by every one, the evangeliſt adds, this ſpake he 
of the Spurtt, which they that believe on him ſhall 


receive . 


* John xv. 4 + Johniv. 10, 13, 14. EY vii. 3739. 


— r — >, In 2 1 92 Re A 4 * wy — 8 
— — _ * —_ 3 D rr — 4 n r — a 2 1: Sr IC. C = Tr Py 2 
— - : 2 & . = — — be Feet eons. — > 

- _ #7 Dy n 22 & p . — — _—_ — 


— SS = oye CIO EIS 
__ — — — . 4 « 1 — — 1 
n — . ms 4 _— 4 
— 8 2 —— 


- 
—— —— — 2 


> ABBEY. tc * 
be Pu = 


- — 
—— — ä— — — 


_ 


1 
Thus ſecuring us from all we fear, and ſup- 
plying us with all we need, he becomes com- 


_ pletely our SAVIOUR. 


Let me further hint, that by utendiog- to 
theſe principles, you will be enabled to detect 
the more plauſible errors you meet with.--- E.x- 


amine when a doctrine is preſented, whether 


it does not tend to oppoſe, or to explain away 


one or other of theſe two branches of Chriſti- 
anity : either what Chriſt does For the ſinner 5 

by the merit of his blood; or what he does IN 
the finner by the- power of his Spirit. 


I cannot, indeed, in a few words, convey a 
more plain and ſcriptural account of theſe truths, 
than in the following ſhort extract from the 
articles of the Church of England : which 


maintains, that there is a fault and corrup- 


tion in the nature of every man that natur- 


ally is engendered of the offspring of Adam; 


(66 


whereby man is very far gone from original 
“ righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature in- 


& clined to evil F.”?---It further declares, that 


the condition of man after the fall of Adam 


is ſuch, tbat he cannot turn and prepare him- 
« Telt by his own natural ſtrength and good 


* Article ix. 


« works to faith, and calling upon God, hav- 
ing no power to do good works pleaſant and 


L 37 ] 


et acceptable to God, without his grace.“ 


Do you aſk upon what foundation we can 


now ſtand before God ? the anſwer is, upon that 


only which he himſelf hath laid: for © we are 
te accounted righteous before God only for the 


< merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; | 
1 40 by faith, and not for our own 1 works and de- 


3 ſervings +, 43 


Do you further alle; .*: of ga value aw 4 


© are theſe works of ours, ſince they cannot juſ- 


© tify us before God?” The Church well re- 
plies, © Albeit that good works, which are the 


fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtification, 
cannot put away our ſins, and endure the ſe- 
« verity of God's judgment; ; yet are they 
6 pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt; 


« and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 


* lively Faith; inſomuch, that by them a live- 


« ly Faith may be as evidently * as a 
< tree diſcerned by the fruit +.” 
If this be Chriſtianity, let the reader ſtop 


2 ls } Aticle 1 + Article il. 
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Thus ſecuring us from all we fear, and ſup- 


5 phing us with all we need, * 2 com- 


pletely our SAVIOUR, „„ OE 
Let me further hint, that by attending : 6 


theſe principles, you will be enabled to detect 
the more plauſible errors you meet with. Ex- 
amine when a doctrine is preſented, whether 


it does not tend to oppoſe, or 79 explain. away 


one or other of theſe two branches of Chriſti- 


anity : either what Chriſt does For the finner 


| by the merit of his blood; or what he does 1d 
the ſinner by the power of his Spirit. 


I cannot, indeed, in a few words, convey a 


more plain and ſcriptutal aceount of theſe truths, 
than in the ſollowing ſhort extract from the 


articles of the Church of England: which 


maintains, that “ there is a fault and corrup- 


<« tion in the nature of every man that natur- 
“ ally is engendered of the offspring of Adam:; 
« whereby man is very far gone from original 


_& righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature in- 
4 clined to evil“. It further declares, that 
« the condition of man after the fall of Adam 
* ig ſuch, tbat he cannot turn and prepare him 


* ſelf by his own natural ſtrength. and * 


| Article i IX. 


L 37 1 


1 works to faith, and dllivg upon God, hav- 
ing no power to do good works pleaſant and 
60 «acceptable to God, without his grace | 
Do you aſk upon what foundation we can 
now ſtand before God? the anſwer is, upon that 
only which he himſelf hath laid: for © we are 
« accounted righteous before God only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
<« by faith, and not for our own works and de- 
ce ſervings +." 
Do you further aſk, of what 3 then 
. are theſe works of ours, ſince they cannot juſ- 
* tify us before God?“ The Church well re- 
Des, 4 Albeit that good works, which are the 
4 fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtification, 
, © cannot put Way our fins, and endure the ſe- 
« yerity. of God's judgment; yet are they a 
4 pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt; 
« and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
« lively Faith; inſomuch, that by them a live- 
« ly Faith may be as evidently 9 as a 
< tree diſcerned by the fruit f.. 


If this. be Chriſtianity, let the reader ſtop 


* Scale 4 Aticle wi, 1 xii, 
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nd enquire whathe knows of it. Let him fe. 
_ riouſly refle& on the courſe of his life; on his 
views and his hopes ;---that is, let him honeſt- 
ly examine his heart, and conſider whether he 
has not been hitherto wandering far from the 
ways and counſel of God? Undone, as we muſt 
be, till we find out our condition as tranſgreſ- 
ſors of a holy law, and diſcover a hope of mer- 
cy through the redemption which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, yet with what unconcern are theſe great 
points treated! Though we naturally wander 
like loſt ſheep, who among us has actually re- 
turned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouli 2 
And yet (range to ſay) who does not expect 
to be conſidered as a Chriſtian ?-=-Lord, what 
z Man that thou Jhouldeft be thus mindful of 

bim and what is man that he ſhould be ſo un- 
5 of Thee---and of himſelf? | 
For full ſatisfaQion on theſe and leſs pot 
tant points in religion, ſearch the ſcriptures.--- 
It is our Lord's own direction * :---and it is 
recorded to the honour of ſome people at Be- 
- 0 Wat they were more noble nu nan in 


2 Joins. 39 


8 E 
" Theſflalonica, not only in that they. received the 
word with all readineſs of mind, but that inftead 
of liſtening to ſenſeleſs prejudice and raſh oppo- 
fition like their neighbours, they ſcarched the 
ſeriptures daily, whether theſethings were ſo*.--- 
Let me entreat you to imitate the nobler mind 
85 of this ingenuous people, eſpecially as your 
Bible contains not only theſe leading truths, 
but a variety of examples, directions, and en- 
couragements, connected with them. It not 
only leads, but animates : it not only diſcovers, 
but ſupports : : and, therefore, i is to be the con- 


: ſtant Lamp to your feet, and Light to Jour 955 


FL paths +: ;---the Staff upon which you are to 
lean every ſtep. of your way 

_ My deſign i in mentioning theſe truths, f is to 
remind the members of our Church of their 
| principles : to place the feet of the i inexperi- 
enced in the ancient track; : and to put them | 
upon their guard. For want of caution, and 
ſome aſſiſtance at firſt ſetting out, well mean - 
ing people have been miſerably perplexed and 
diſcouraged in their courſe, or drayn. aſide 


* Acts xvii. 1 N + Pf. cxix. 109g. 


[ 40 1 
by ſeducers. For while men POE the a 


came and fowed te tares, * 


0 1 A P. vi. 
33 . | Projudicer 


Fron what has been ſtated, it Plainly Wy | 
pears that Religion i is a lively tree, bear- 
ing heavenly fruits; the planting of the Lord, 
in which he will be glorified +; his nobleſt, and 
moſt expenſive work. It is no wonder, then, 
that the great adverſary of God and man ſhould 
he ever raiſing prejudices againſt it: not, in- 
deed, againſt the form, but againſt the power 
of god! ineſs. Among other objections which 
I have not room to mention, none is more com- 
mon than that which repreſents ſerious reli gion 
as the death of happineſs, and the grave of u- 
 fineſs ; ; and, of this, you will not fail to have 
certain inftdnces pointed out as proofs, _ 
But thoſe inſtances are  Impoſitions . they 
are not the ellects of true 'feligion, but of the 


* Mart. xilj. EN Ita, ui. 3. 3. 


” * 


reverſe; for the fruit. of the ſpirit is love, ey, 
peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekreſs, and temperance *--- Are theſe terms 
for wretchedneſs? or are theſe ain likely 
to produce it? 13's 10 = 
A peniten,. indeed, like abs e Tailor, may, # 
upon being awakened to a ſenſe of his dane | 
ger, expres. this ſenſe with terror, and anxi- 
_ eully cry out, What muſt 1 do to be ſaved +? 
and a backſlider, like Peter, cut to the heart 
with a ſenſe of his ingratitude, may for a while 
ſeek a retreat where he may go aſide to 1 
bitterly. There is a ſeaſon of correction, a 
time to mourn}, which, like a dark aloud to 
the huſbandman, is generally followed by a 
Fruitful, ſeaſon.— What wiſdom would there 
have been in any of us, if we had never known 
forrow ?---but though ſuch a weeping endureth | 
for a night, Joy cometh in the morning 1. A A 4 6 
true, ſolid, abiding ſatisfaQtion ; liable, indeed, 1 F 
like every thing below, to. interruptions, but if 
| ſuch as a man feels upon the recovery of his f } 
health through aſalutary though painful courſe. 
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* Gal; v. 22, 23. . An 30. n 
1. Eccl. il. 4. 1 Pf, xxx. % 
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tat 


er wedleine Lo one ever deemed ſuch an one 
unbapp y, becauſe he under went elan . in or- 
nne ne e 
A Chriſtian of a Pen or e turn 
may be found; but like a tree without its pro- 
per fruit, though he may be alive, he is not 
well. We are not allowed to call him a dead 
or bad tree, becauſe he does not flouriſh for the 
preſent ſeaſon; but, for the ſame reaſon, we 
cannot ſay he is an healthy one : or, in ano- 


ther view ſuch a Chriſtian is yet a child, and 


therefore imperfect in meaſure ; he is alſo at . 
ſchool, and hay not enen learned his lef- 
for.” þ, £ Sib et 
True religion * the life, health as dag. 
tion of the ſoul; and whoever truly poſſeſſes it, 
is ftrengthened with peculiar encouragement 
for every good word and work. —-Surely, if a- 
ty thing can warm and animate the heart of 
a man, and enable him to bear up under difficul- 
ties, it muſt be an aſſurance that the eternal 


Got 15 bis refuge, and that the everlaſting 
amt are_ underneath. bim ;---that all ert 


1 Hall work together for bis 0 +; and that his 


* Deut. xxxli. Pe. 3 1 Rom. vii. 28. 


[41 
Tight aflition, which is but Ald a moment, ſha 
work for him, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory *.-.- Admitting that other men 
have their hopes and joys, can they be compared 
with theſe? Their comforts depend upon their 
rorn and wine, and oil increafing, but a believ- 
er can ſay, * though the fig-tree all not Blof- 
jm, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, and the 
labour of the olive ſhall Vail, yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord ; 2 nnd Joy in "The GE of my om 
n r 
Wo cede” you, therefore, aan to 
eonfider religion as the true ſpring of ſolid hap- 
pineſs : it conſiſtently bids its diſciples to re- 
Joice always ft, becauſe it affords them matter 
for rejoicing under the loſs of all things,“ in 
the hour of death, * in we hy of * julg- 
ART 19 
As to the article of Bufineſs, what is a reli- 
; gious man not prepared for, that he can be cal. 
| Jett to? The fear of God fits him to be entruſt- 
ed: the favour of God raiſes and animates his 
expectations: the promiſe of God ſupports him 


* 2 Cor. iv. TD n Hab. iii. 17, 18, t Phil. iv. 4. 


+. 
under. difficulties :. the word of God gives ge 
neral direction to his. ſteps; and the b/z/ing of 
God attends them.---Y ou ſhall, however, not 
take my word for this :---you ſhall ſee the fact. 
Compare any irreligious ſervant, with that 
ſervant of 4brabam, whoſe character is record- 
= ed in Gen. xxiv. What an holy acquaintance 
had this man formed with his'God !---what re- 
2 Lance on his providence !---what fidelity to 
if his maſter !---what diligence/!--- what real dig- 
# nity of character, though in ſervice !---He ral. 
| ed over. all that Abraham had, but forgot not 
| that he was {till Abraham's ſervant.-Entruſt- 
—— wath a buſineſs of the laſt importance, he 
| conduftedit as his own; or, as the apoſtle 
| ſpeaks, with /ingleneſs of beart, as unto the 
N Tord. As he approached the place of his 
buſineſs, he made the camels to kneel down with- 
out the city, by a well of water: and knowing 
from whom all our help. that. he ſaid, £0 
Lord God of my maſter Abraham, Ipray thee 
« ſend. me good ſpeed thts day, and ſhew kindneſs 
0 unto my ae Upon rene ent. of 


| es. 5 * Eph. * 5. 


141 


Hine in anſwer to his prayer, * B50 the 
God of bit maſter ; and upon his buſineſs be- 
ing ſucceſsfully concluded, he again worſbips 
_ the; Lord 3. tranſact ing his concerns more with 
God chan with man, and mixing prayer with 


praiſe i in every ſtage of it, oY 
Nor ſuppoſe that he was leſs eee 


he was ſo devout : fer vent in ſpirit, he was not 


Aotiſul in buſineſs . An idle enthuſiaſt may 


diſgrace religion, and a real Chriſtian may have 
his faults; but religion itſelf is the friend of bu- 


ſineſs : ĩt directs 1t . it tranſacts it honour- 
ably ;---it generally ſecures ſucceſs to it.---Do- | 


ing buſineſs with diligence and truth, appears. 


to have been a part of this man's religion. 


He and the men that were uuith him, tarried that: 


night; and they aroſe up in tbe morning, and 


he ſaid, * Send me away unto my maſter. == 
And when the brother and the. mother of the 
damſel whom he had ſought in marriage for 


his maſter's ſon, would have detained him a 
ſew days, be aid unto them, Hinder me not, 
Iſceing the Lord hath proſpered my way : ſend 


me away, that 1 may go to my mw. 


* Rom. xii, 11. | 
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r as J (id the e e 
0 of this ſervant of God, with the folly 


 _zi+ and yon will perceive, that when Chriſt 
ſaid, Take my yobe t, (or enter into my fer. 
vice), he ſhewed us the only way to Freedom, 


Uſefulneſs, Happineſs, or Reſt. 
always been rare; nor ſhould the characters 1 
am about to mention, merely as Models for i- 


| any.—Such compariſons would be odious ;--- 


valuable as ſervants, fall ſhort of others in cer- 
tain reſpects : our Lord calls that ground good 


which brought forth but thirty, though fome 
others produced ixty and an bundred fold ||.--- 


Let excellence is not confined to any age; and 
ee Abate; may be bound even 


in this. | 
a years ago 1 "I e with 2 


| fervant, wins." 1 2 er e 


BE Kingsn. | 1 Mat. xiii, 23. 


in Mat, xi TY 


a 

knowing the human heart in its deceitfulneſs 
and depravity “, ſtood, indeed, before his God, 
like the publican, ſniting pon his breaft ; but 
before his Maſter he Rood with an integrity 
and diligence, which his maſter had long ob- 
ſerved, and which at length gained his entire 
confidence. --- Lord“ thought and talked of 
Chriſtianity, like many more who have it yet 
to learn; but he was conſtrained to admire its 
effects in his ſervant Lucius. He faw in him 
evident marks of the fear of God; the conſo- 
lations of the goſpel; the truth it enjoins, and 
che devotion i it inſpires. But while he beheld 
all this as a fingular matter of fact, maintain- 
ed and exertiſed in a houſe like his, he was e- 


qually ſtruck in obferving, that Lucius was one 
of the moſt humble and attentive of his domeſ- 
ties; and no leſs eminent as a ſervant, than as 
a ſaint. The unbelieving Lord (for who can 
change the heart, but God only?) continued 
while he lived, to advance and vindicate the 
Chriſtian ſervant; and dying bequeathed a ſo- 
lid teſtimony to his virtues, Re 


* Jer. xvii. 9. | 
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pleaſes. 


To Lucrus the 3 alſo Le as to a 


common friend or brother: he inſtructed them; 
he aſſiſted them; he reconciled them ; he was 
their example; and, if there were any more 
fooliſh and profligate than the reſt, he had the 


honour of their reproach.---I need only to add, 


that I mention this fact, as well as the former, 


to ſhew how honourable, a part ſuch ſervants 


ſuſtain in ſociety ;---to ſhew that true, religion 


1s the ſame in every-age ;---to exhibit the fruits 
of genuine Chriſtianity, wherever it is found ; 


and to encourage ſervants to higher aims 
than they re entertain. 


+ 


3 ] 


CHAP. vll. 


Piety encouraged. 4 


8 thoſe who have been awakened to a "nh 


tract as this, their character ought to be par- 
ticularly remembered in it; for their dangers, 


as well as“ their privileges, are peculiar : 


throughout this chapter, therefore, 1 ſpeak to 


5 ſuch only. 


And let me affectionately intreat you, po 
Chriſtian friends, to walk worthy of the voca- 


tion wherewith you are called, with all lowlin:s 


and meekneſs *,------ While you. are the ſer vauts 

of God, be careful never to forget that he has 
. appointed you to be alſo the ſervants of Man. 
— One duty ſhould never be oppoſed to another 
duty Our religion teaches us to adorn our 
ſtation, not to forget it.—. Beware, therefore, 
of the e error of thoſe, who upon taking up a re- 


* Eph. iv, t, 2. 
E. 


rious regard for their ſalvation are like- | 


| ly to be among the firſt who take up ſuch a 
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ligious profeſſion, have become conceited, for- 
ward, and unmindful of that order and deco- 
rum which God has appointed for the well ** 


ing of ſociety. 


Inſtead of algekiag Four as wy fo ſuch "4 


_ condu@, endeavour by every lawful mean (but 


by no other whatever) to ſecure a place in his 
eſteem, as well as in his houſe; and in order 
to this, let your diligence be as his right hand, 


and your care as his right eye. Study his 
temper, and his intereſt, and Four © own will be ö 
ſtudied at the ſame time. 


A certain Centurion's ſervant, who war dear 


zo him, was fich, and ready to die ; and when 
Be heard of Feſus, be ſent unto him the elders of 


the Fews, beſeeching him to come and heal his 


ſervant . -Vou may here remark, how dear 
a ſervant may render himſelf to his employer ; 3 
and how God cauſes one good office to be re- 


paid by another. 
But I will come nearer homers-LYDIa is 


5 the ſervant of a ſmall family, whoſe miſtreſs I 
2 _7 viſited after a 11 ineſs.— Sir, faid 


1 
ſhe, the girl who has juſt left the room is u 
« greater oomfort to me than I can expreſs. L 
© She watches me with the affection of a daugh- 
© ter, and the eate of a nurſe. When my com- 
< plaints make me- peeviſh, ſhe contrives ſome- 


thing to ſooth me. L often obſerve her tak - 


_ © ing pains. to diſcover what would add to my 


comfort, and often am preſented with the 
thing I wiſh for, before I expreſs it in words. 
* Blive without ſuſpicion, for I perceive her to 


« be conſcientious even to ſerupuloſity :=--my 


N chief complaint is, that ſhe takes 0. mack 3 


of me, that I cannot make her take ſufficient 
4 care of herſelf,” 


© have obferved, ſaid 1 8 her attention at 


+ crores; as well as when waiting upon you.“ 


My ſoryant,' continued ſhe, is a Chriſtian, | 
and, in my late diſtreſs, afforded me her 


_ * prayers as well as her tears.----- Her. parents 
© were too poor to give her any education; but 


© ſhe has taught herſelf to read, and frequent- 

ly reads the Soriptures to me. Now and then, 
while ſhe is reading, her heart is tog full to 
be quite ſilent on the paſſage ; and then ſhe. 
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drops an expreſſion or two, accompanied with 
i ſuch fimplicity and meaning, as bring to my 
mind thoſe words, I than thee, O Father, 
Lord of beaven and earth, that thow haſt Bid! 
* theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
* haſt revealed them unto babes*,-.-In-ſhort, I 
© eſteem her one of the moſt valuable gifts 1 
© ever received from an indulgent Providence, 
and never could have ſuppoſed that ſo much 
of my comfort depended on the en 
5 and care of à poor ſervant oo 
After ſaying ſome things to „been this 
worthy girl, as 1 paſſed her in going away, 1 
could not help ſaying alſo to myſelf, How 
© much better do theſe retired virtues deſerve 
recording, than thoſe ſplendid miſchiefs which 
© hiſtorians call up all their eloquence; to an 
4 dorn TE | 
But to return: Are you in proſperous eir- 
8 be careful leſt you forget Him 
who placed you in them; and leſt you abuſe 
theſe advantages to the diſhonour of your beſt 
F riend...-Ofren recollect that vou wy m 


* Laden. 21. 


1 53 ] 5, 
preſent lation during his pleaſure ; and conſi - 
der with pious Nehemiah, that every heart is 

in his hand, and every gift at his diſpoſal. | 


And here, by the way, is another inſtance 
of a man who found that earthly buſineſs is ne- 
ver ſo well eonduQed as by heavenly wiſdom.. 


He had a moſt arduous undertaking before him, 


but, with God for his helper, he deſpaired not 
of ſucceſs.--He requeſted his maſter that he 
might be permitted to purſue his undertaking, ; 
but ſecretly looked to God alone for the an- 
ſwer he was to receive: while he preſented 
wine to the King, he worſhipped a greater King; 


even one who, he knew, turns the hearts of Kings, 


as the rivers of water - Bitter enemies op- 5 
poſed him; but à man like Nebemiah always 
knows what to do with his enemies; he puts 


them into God's hand, while he walks wiſely 


and uprightly before them. —-Admirable was 
his conduct, when he found ſome (whom they 


might call of his own ſect) acting amiſs; with 


an holy indignation he teſtified againſt their a- 
buſes, though they were engaged with, him in 


* Prov. xxi. I, 
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way he found it. a 
let us thank God that he e 
examples as theſe for every ſtation in life, and 
then let us beg for grace to-imitate them 
1 Should your preſent ſtation be diſcouraging 
— 1 truſt God and act uprightly, and you ſhall ſue- 
ceed at length, even beyond your expectations. 
may encourage every pious ſervant, as ELt- 
sua did the young man that ſerved him, © Fear 
not : for they tbat he with us, are more tban 
*they that be with them s. It was in a patient, 
faithful ſervice; under hærd treatment, that Ja- 
cob found a friend to plead his cauſe, which his 
maſter could not but notice. * I have learned, 
(nid Laban'by experience, that the Lord batb 
"bleſſed ine for thy ſake f.. The bleſſing of A. 
ham was the portion of Jacob, and, we are 
aired; hall be equally the portion of every 
Chriſtian; to the end of time; for if ye he 
ChriſÞs, then are ye eee and heirs 
ending” to tbe 8 | 


mn = = 
TH. 


* 2 Kings vi. 16. t Gen. XXX, * || Gal. iii. 29. 
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e ede e Weis aß difficulties: Jo/z9h had 


to encounter: hated by his brethren; falſe- 


ly accuſed by his miſtreſs; and impriſoned 


for bis integrity-—-Still, like the: moon: wall- 


ing in brightneſs, he continued to ſhine through 
a diſaſtrous night; ſecurely relying on him 


0 cannot lie; and who promiſes to make all. 


n * * 1990 
Lim 1 $f £þ 1 


Affliction is a ſchool 4 in WERE a 3 man 


learns not only to be wiſe, but in the end to 
be thankful. I have ſomevrhere read of a poor 


ſervant or ſlave, who under great ſeverity, had: 
led from the worſt of maſters to the beſt... 
mean he had ſought reſt in the boſom of Jeſus: 


heavy laden. This man was ſo impreſſed with: 
| ſenſe of the benefits he had derived from his 
afflictions, that lying on his death- bed, and ſee- 


ing his maſter ſtanding by, he eagerly caught 
the hands of his oppreſſor, and kiſſing them, 
ſaid, © ebefe bands have brought, me to heaven.” 

In dark and perplexing caſes, (tudy, the hiſ- 
tories of Jacob, Jo ph, Nehemiah, Daniel, and 


* Rom. vil. 28. | 
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ſervices; and learn from them to truſt, where 
vou trace the deſigus of providence.---If 

at any time you are diſcouraged in your endea- 
vours to pleaſe man, look to God z—-He will 
accept the feebleſt ſervice done for his fake ;---- 


He is eaſy to be pleaſed, though man is not. 
He rends the rocks, but will not brea# a bruiſed 


reed: He inhabits eternity, and he dwells al- 


ſo in the humble and contrite heart f. 

A Chriſtian ſervant conſiders his work as 
appointed of God, though delivered to him by 
the hand of man; he is, therefore, found ſerv- 
ing God, in his worldly ſervice ;- performing 
it, not only as in his fight, but alſo as his wi. 
and this ſoftens his yoke, and removes the mif- 
take of his ſervice being a meanneſs or a. 
drudgery; fince he knows that it is both the 
honour and the joy of Angels to do their Lord's 
will, whether it be to cruſh an immenſe army, 
like Sennacberib's t, or to wait upon a run 


i en like Peter * 


„„ EP noma hy 2” 
4 2 Kings xix. 35. 8 Ads xii. 7. 


1 
Ones of the wiſeſt of the ancient Philoſophers, 
(who nevertheleſs lived and died in ſervice) ob- 


ſerves, that “here, as in a Theatre, every one 


of us has his proper part allotted to him, nor 
ſhould we regard who is appointed to act 
the prince, or who the beggar; who the 


© maſter, or who the ſervant ; but who ſhall 
« perform his own part beſt.”---And a wiſer 
than he exhorts, Art thou called being a ſer- 
* vant ? care not for it; (that is, it is a ſmall 
and momentary conſideration to one who has 


ſuch views and hopes as a Chriſtian) * for he 
* that is called in the Lord, being a + 78 
 * the Lard's, freeman“. 


It i is. alſo. ſuch a ſervant's.comfort to knew, 5 


that whatever part or ſervice he is appointed to 
perform, and whatever preſent diſcouragements 


he meets, his labour hall not be in vain in the 
Lord+.---He is a maſter who may raiſe vaſt 
expectations i in the hearts of his ſervants, but 


he cannot diſapparnt the leaſt.— The dying re- 


flection of a ſervant of one of our Eugliſh 
Kings, i is full of i instruction to us all i in chis re- 


* x Cor, vii. 27, 22. 411 Gor. xv. 58. 
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other eminent characters who lived in difficult 


Tervices; and learn from them to truſt, where 


Fou cannot trace the deſigns of providence.--- If 


at any time you are diſcouraged in your endea- 
vours to pleaſe man, look to God ;---He will 
accept the feebleſt ſervice done for his fake :;---- 


He is eaſy to be pleaſed, though man is not. 


He rends the rocks, but will not brea# a bruiſed: 
reed: He znhabits eternity, and he dwells al- 


ſo in the humble and contrite Heart 5. 


A Chriſtian ſervant conſiders his work as 


appointed of God, though delivered to him by 
the hand of man; he is, therefore, found ſerv- 


ing God, in his worldly ſervice ;- performing 


it, not only as in his ſight, but alſo as his will: 


and this ſoftens his yoke, and removes the mif-. 


take of his ſervice being a meanneſs or a 
: drudgery ; ; fince he knows that it is 'both the 1 
| honour and the joy of Angels to do their Lord's 
will, whether it be to cruſh an immenſe army, 
like Sennacherib's t, or to wait upon a poor 


priſoner like Peter It 


* Ila. xlii. 3. 8 + Ifa, vii. 1 5. 
1 2 3 xix. z 6, Ads xiv 7. 
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One of the wiſeſt of the ancient Philoſophers, 
(who nevertheleſs lived and died in ſervice) ob- 
ſerves, that (here, as in a Theatre, every one 
“of us has his proper part allotted to him, nor 


© ſhould we regard who is appointed to act 
the prince, or who the beggar; who the 


« maſter, or who the ſervant ; but who ſhall 


« perform his own part beſt. „—-And a wiſer 


than he exhorts, Art thou called being a ſer- 


* vant ? care not for it ;* (that is, it is a ſmall 


and momentary conſideration to one who has 


| ſuch views and hopes as a Chriſtian) * for he 


that is called in the Lord, being a ſervant, is 


1 * the Lord's freeman *. nu. 


It i is alſo ſuch a ſervant's. comfort to know, 


that whatever part or ſervice he is appointed to 


perform, and whatever preſent diſcouragements 
he meets, his labour ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord F.---He is & maſter who may raiſe vaſt 


expectations in the hearts of his ſervants, but 
he cannot diſappoint the leaſt.---The dying re- 
fllection of a ſervant of one of our Engliſh 


Kings, i is full of inftruQtion to us all 1 in this re- 


| * I cor. vii. Us 22. 4 i cor. xv. 88. 
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1 
ſpect ; ſtript in his old age of that honour 
and wealth to which he had been raiſed; and 
to which few ſubjects ever attained, he juſtly 


exclaimed, © Had I but ſerved my Go as 
« faithfully as I baue ſerved: my maſter, Hz 


. would not bave Forſaken. me in ny * 
Hair! 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Diſcretion. 


\ HOULD it be your lot to dwell where 5 


diſorder and profaneneſs prevail, and : 


where your ſerious views and conſcientious re- 


gard to God and his word' may be ſcorned ; 


= be in nothing terrified by your adverſaries * 


iobich is to them an evident token of perdition ; 


| but to you of ſalvation,. and that of God For 
to you it is given in behalf of Chrift, not oy to to 


__ on bim, but alſo to fu fe er for his fake®. 


* Phil i. 28, 29. 


! 
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Endeavour alſo to derive inſtruction even 


from ſuch ſcenes as theſe, (for every place is 


a ſchool to the wiſe) ; obſerve how every thing 
proves the value of religion :---ſee how man 
ſinks into ruin and wretchedneſs as he for- 
ſakes his God :---obſerve in what a variety of 
ways the corruption of nature breaks out, 


particularly in the tongue, that world of £ ini- 


quity * ; mark how vile a lavery fin 1s; and 


| how degraded a character every man becomes 


who lives under its dominion.---Forgetting 


God (like the Prodigal), he forgets himſelf ; 


wanders on, committing outrages againſt eve- 


ry thing ſacred and ſerious. Obſerve alſo that 
theſe very outrages (like the ravings of a poor 
lunatic againſt his friends and his remedies) 
thew, not only the pitiful condition in which 
he hes; but may ſerve alſo to remind you of 
the value of that relief and cure which the goſ- 


pel affords-a remedy which the unhappy 


ſcoffer ſo much deſpiſes, and ſo much needs. —— 


You know that it would bring him back to a 


* James iii. 6. 


[ 60 ] | 
F what; you feel that it would bring him to: 
himſelf. 
Need I add here, that fuck: a ma ate 

of things is a conſtant occaſion of gratitude to 

a Chriſtian for his own deliverance; and ſhould 
teach him continually to cry, * what ſhall 1 
_— render to the Lord for all his benefits * ? and 

© how ſhall 1 beſt recommend theſe benefits to 


© others ?'---On this ſubject permit me to drop 
a few hints. 


In whatever circumſtances you live, anden- 
vour to do all the good you can with the leaſt 
harm; and to this end, be careful that the face 
i! of your profeſſion be as ſober-and aimable as 
poſlible ; walking i in wiſdom towards them that 
4100 . without T 3 or as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes. it, 
| l 4 will behave my ſelf WISELY in a pe nfect way T. 
| There is a crude or unripe ſort of piety, which, 
I indeed ought not to be miſtaken for hypocriſy, 

but is fo like it, that the miſtake is eaſily 
made. 
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The following account given me by 2 2 


. whom, from the franknefs of his acknowledg- 
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ments, I ought to call Hoxxsrus, will ſuffici- 
_ ently explain what I mean. 


Though, at my firſt ſetting out in reli- 
gion, ſaid he, I was ſincere in the main, 1 
vas yet ſo enthuſiaſtic and conceited, ſo harſh 
and untractable, that my moſt candid acquain- 
© tance ſcarcely knew what to make of me. 
] miſtook a ſtiff and whimſical fingularity for 


Chriſtian ſimplicity; little fuſpecting the ten- 


« per which lurked under it.---When I had 


© ed with 1t.---So little did I confider the time 


and place for ſerious things, and introduced 
* them in ſo ſtrange and 1 improper a way, that 
« when I tried to make my friends ferious, I 
often provoked them to ſmile.” 
© Theſe miſtakes,” ſaid he, while they took 


* away all weight from my character, occaſion- 
oy 


* ed diſguſt at other things 1 in me, which were 


5 ſeriptural and praiſe-worthy, and made me 


N rather a hindrance to the cauſe of religion 
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been rude, I called it faithfulneſs ; and when 
I ſuffered for my raſhneſs or imprudence, I 
* ſuppoſed it was for righteouſneſs ſake U. 
other Chriſtians met perſecution, but I invit- 


ed it: others left the world, but I quarrel- 
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© than a help.---For while I juſtly lamented 
© the errors of thoſe I lived with, I forgot that 


© I, in ſome meaſure, promoted the very errors 


I lamented ; conſidered not that for want 


© of mixing good ſenſe with good things, I my- 


0 ſelf became a ſort of argument for their va- 


© nity and extravagance.· Were they checked 


bat any time on theſe accounts, they immedi- 


© ately cried, © What! 
6 to imitate HonNEsTUs ??”? 


would you 8 us 


Thoſe who have the cauſe of true ahne 


at heart, cannot but be grieved when they ſee 


it thus miſrepreſented; and that, not only by 


deſigning hypocrites, but by men, who like 
 HoxEsTvs really mean well.--- Chriſtianity is 


indeed plain, but not rude ; ſimple, but not ab- 


ſurd ; mortified but not moroſe. If the Chriſ- 


tian is a pilgrim and a ſtranger upon earth = 
he is alſo (like Abraham among the ſons of 1 
Heth +), to be a wiſe and an amiable ſtranger. 
---He ſhould be too ſimple to fall into affecta- 


tion; too real a character, to act a part; and 


too well acquainted with the evil of offences 4, 


# Heb. xi. 13. 1 Gen. xkiii. 4 Matt. xviii 1. 


[63] 


to raiſe them unneceſſarily. In a word, he is 


not to be as the hypocrites, who disfignre their 


faces *, nor as thoſe fanatics, who by ſetting up 


one truth againſt another, disfigure the Goſpel. 


---It is, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, by manifeſtation of 
the truth, (that is the whole truth, practical as 
well as doctrinal) that we commend ourſelves 


and our religion t to every man's conſcience i in the 


Abt of God Fo 
Above all; when you treat of religious ſub- 


jects, avoid paſſionate or rude expreſſions, not : 
only becauſe they are a diſgrace to your pro- 
feſſion, but alſo becauſe they wall defeat your 
very defign, for the wrath of man | worketh a not 


the righteouſneſs of God t. 


Whenever you are called to give an account 


a your religious profeſſion, or of any particu- 


| lar ſtep which you are obliged to take for con- | 

| ſcience ſake; endeavour to commend yourſelf 

to the conſcience of the enquirer ; eſpecially 

by the manner of your reply.---The ſcripture, 
which teaches us to be ready to anſwer ſuch 


Matt. vi. 16, + 2 Cor. iv. 2. f James i. 20. 
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than a help.---For while I juſtly lamented 
© the errors of thoſe I lived with, I forgot that 
J, in ſome meaſure, promoted the very errors 
© I lamented;---I conſidered not that for want 
© of mixing good ſenſe with good things, I my- 
« ſelf became a ſort of argument for their va- 
© nity and extravagance.---Were they checked 
* at any time on theſe accounts, they immedi- 

© ately cried, © What ! would you adviſe us 
« to imitate HoxngsTus?” if | 

| Thoſe who have the cauſe of true religiod 
at heart, cannot but be grieved when they ſee 
it thus miſrepreſented ; and that, not only by 
deſigning hypocrites, but by men, who like 
HoxxsTvs really mean well.--- Chriſtianity is 
indeed plain, but not rude ; ſimple, but not ab- 
ſurd; mortified but not moroſe. If the Chriſ- 
tian is a pilgrim and a ſtranger upon earth *, 
he is alſo (like Abraham among the ſons of 
Feth 1), to be a wiſe and an amiable firanger. 
---He ſhould be too fimple to fall into affecta- 
tion; too real a character, to act a part; and 


too well acquainted with the evil of offences 4, 


* Heb. xi. 13. 1 Gen. xxiii. 3 Matt. xvii 17. 
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to raiſe them unneceſſarily. In a word, he is 
not to be as the hypocrites, who disfignre their 
faces *, nor as thoſe fanatics, who by ſetting up 
one truth againſt another, disfigure the Goſpel. 
---It is, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, by manifeſtation of 
the truth, (that is the whole truth, practical as 
well as doctrinal) that we commend ourſelves 
and our religion fo every man's eonſeience i in the 


fight of God t. 
Above all, when you treat of a i ſub- 


jects, avoid paſſionate or rude expreſſions, not 
only becauſe they are a diſgrace to your pro- 


feſſion, but alſo becauſe they will defeat your 


very deſign, for the wrath of man wor let not 
the righteouſneſs of God t. 


Whenever you are called to give an account 


of your religious profeſſion, or of any particu- 
lar ſtep which you are obliged to take for con- 


ſcience ſake ; endeavour to commend yourſelf 


to the conſcience of the enquirer ; eſpecially 
by the manner of your reply.---The ſcripture, 
which teaches us to be ready to anſwer ſuch 


* Matt. vi. 16, f 2 Cor. iv. 2. t James 1 0 
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I 
enquiries, charges us alſo to do it with meek. 
neſs and ear“. 
Er1za found ſhe could Jil ſpared at no time 
on the Sunday to attend the public worſhip of 


God, and therefore felt it her duty to ſeek a- 
nother place.---The lady ſhe lived with, queſ- 
| tioned her about this ſtep; ELIZz A was humble, 


and naturally backward to ſpeak, but being 


preſſed to open her mind, ſhe plainly ſtated 


what ſhe felt: ſuch as her regard to God's 


command---the benefit ſhe had found in attending 


his houſe---the value of the ſoul---the awful ap- 


proach of eternity---and the ſhortneſs and un- 
ecrtainty of the time allotted her to prepare 
for it.---She mentioned alſo “ the exceeding 


« oreat love of her maſter and only Saviour 
« Jeſus Chriſt in dying for her, and the innu- 


„ merable benefits obtained thereby.” 


But what more particularly leads me to 


mention this caſe, is the Chriſtian-like ſpirit 
with which her zeal was attended. 


Tou ſeem to be very ſincere,” ſaid the la- 
dy, and I cannot but reſpect your piety ; but 


* Pet. iii. 15, 


la- 


but 


E 1 
on many accounts, I ſhould not chuſe to al- 
ter the rules of my family.” 


* Madam,” replied Er1za, though 1 am 
if obliged to leave you, I hope I ſhall never for- 


get the many Kindneſſes I have received. In 


many things you have treated me more like a 


mother, than like a miſtreſs. I can truly ſay 


* that your favour is more to me, than any, 


* except God's.---But He tells me that I have 


sa a foul which muſt be ſaved or loſt for ever: 
I find J cannot live without hope, and I can 
have no hope but in his ways.---May He a- 


bundantly bleſs you and your n while 


] truſt him to provide for me.“ 


As I have been ſpeaking throughout this 


chapter to ſuch only as make a ſerious profeſ- 


ſion, I hope that what has been ſaid will be : 


ſufficiently plain to them, 
And may the miſtakes I have mentioned, 


and many others which I have not room to no- 


tice, be far removed from your character, my 
Chriſtian friends! Inſtead of ſuch doubtful ap- 
pearances, do all things without murmuring and 

diſputings : that ye may be blameleſs c and harm 
" as the fone of God, without rebuke, in the 


TS 
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midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
whom IT pray OY that ye —P _ as. 
tights in the world *. 
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CHAP. IX. 


* 
- 


ow” l Scriptures. 


«a aſſiſt you as Chriſtian ſervants in the 
— nobleſt of all aims, I ſhall, in this chap- 
ter, collect together thoſe paſſages of ſcripture 


which were written for your particular uſe. 


You will have them here in one view, and at 


hand; and I wiſh you to get them by heart, as 
infallible rules for your conduct and comfort. 
It will be profitable alſo for you often to re- 
flect upon them as part of the very profeſſion 
you make among men. 8 
It is as if you ſaid to the reſt of mankind, 
chuſe ye whom ye will ſerve : but as for us, we 


TIER are the followers of one who, to the greateſt pro- 
| I's q miſes hath connected the following commands, 
10 and which, as his diſciples, we receive as our 
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rules of action. Servant be obedient to them 


that are your Maſters according to the fleſh, with 
fear and trembling ; in fingleneſs of your heart, 


as unto Chriſt : not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt ; doing 
the will of God from the heart ; with good will 


: doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to men: 
Lnouing that whatſoever good thing any man 
.doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whe- 


ther he be bond or free. Eph. vi. 5---8. 


Again, let as many ſervants as are under the 


yoke, count their own Maſters worthy of all ho- 


nour ; that the name of God, and his doctrine be 
not blaſphemed. And they that have believing 


Maſters, let them not deſpiſe them, (or pay them 


leſs reſpect) becauſe they are brethren ; but ra- 


ther do them ſervice, becauſe they are faithful 


and beloved, partakers of the 8 8 15 5000 
t hing. teach and exhort. 


A high expectation in entering the houſe, 


even of a believing Maſter, is often the fore- 


runner of diſappointment : and a high ſpirit 


will not only diſorder any houſe, but afterward 


vent itſelf in complaints, and multiply ſcandals. 


101 
MaxTHA called upon me in trouble, and out 
of place; and I could plainly perceive, even 
from her own account, how much her troubles 
aroſe from her miſconduQ.---She had haſtily 
left a former ſervice (where ſhe enjoyed every 


reaſonable privilege), in order to enter the 
| houſe of a wealthy citizen, where her own re- 
ligious views were embraced.---MA RTHA had 


newly taken up a profeſſion of religion, but had 


- not learned much more than half her leflon.--- 


She needed the advice given in pages 9. and 


10. about changing places: and though the | 
was zealous for ſome ſcriptures, ſhe had over- 
looked others, particularly ſuch as I am. col- 


lecting in this chapter. : 
MarTHa had, indeed, read that, 10 any Nom 


to be religious, and bridle not bis tongue, ſuch 
a man's religion is vain * , yet the defects ſhe 
ſaw in the family (and what family is free 


from defects?) ſhe ſerupled not to cenſure both 


at home and abroad. -Inſtead of charitably co- 


vering, or patiently healing any diſorder, ſhe | 
thoughtleſsly inflamed it: and where humi- 
lity would have been ſilent, or where tender- 


James i. 26. 


ſtle, recollecting what he adds to thoſe laſt quot- 
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neſs would have contrived an apology, ſhe was 


too ready to accuſe, and eager to relate.---She 


expected many allowances in ſuch a houſe, but 


made few; with great imperfections herſelf, 


ſhe wondered to find them in others; and while 
ſhe complained that the goſpel was not more 
adorned in a profeſſing family, ſhe forgot that 
one of its chief ornaments is @ nee and quiet 
ſpirit . 
bn Did Manzidm mean, that the te name of God ö 
* and his doctrine ſhould be blaſphemed” by 
all this ?---Certainly not.---But why did ſhe 
not conſider to what ſuch a conduct as her's : 
muſt lead? 
| TI would fain hope that this Fe is not 
very common, but knowing chat it really ex- 
iſts, I could not but point out the evil of it. Is 5 
MaRTEHA, after all, a Chriſtian ?---Many will 
doubt it :---it would be well if the doubted it 
| herſelf :=--certain it is, that if ſhe be one, the 


farther ſhe advances in Chriſtianity, the more 


bitterly will ſhe lament her preſent miſtakes. 
Let us return again to the words of the Apo- 


——U— — —— —— — 


f 
ed, If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not 
to wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the doctrine which is accord= 
ing to Godlineſs, he is "IIS CANE walker. 
1 Tim. vi. I---4. 


Exbort ſervants to be obedient to their os 


Maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all things: 
not anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing 
all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doc- 
trine of God e our Saviour in all __ Tit. ii. 
'9, 10, | | an bj 
If others lay, I am diſpoſed to act well, 
„ when I am treated well, a Chriſtian ſhould: 
recollect, that the conduct above mentioned is 
enjoined, not only to the good and gentle, but al- 
fo to the froward. For this is thank-worthy, 


a man for conſtience ſake toward God endure 
grief, ſuffering wrong fully.--- For what glory is 


it, if when ye be buffeted For your Jaults ye ſhall 
take it patiently ? but, if when ye do well, and 


fuer for it, ye take it patiently, this ts accepta- 
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4 Bear with me then, my Chriſtian friends, 


while in love I warn you to reflect, that if, in- 


ſtead of regarding this your profeſſion, any one 


of you ſhould leave the parlour with murmurs : 


_ --=if he ſhould enter among his fellow-ſervants 
with angry and reproachful expreſſions when. 
his will is croſſed, or his conduct blamed :- if 


: he ſhould {light the family worſhip becauſe it 


may not be conducted exaQly to his taſte — 
if he ſhould make light of a ſtated agreement 


or contract, or forget that the inordinate Jove 


of money 2s the root of all evil * and prepares 


the heart for every thing that is mean and falſe ; 


---if he ſhould be found waſting, or making a- 


way with that which is entruſted to his care, 


and employing a ſecrecy in it which proves the 


guilt: -in a word, if he ſhould not be diſt in- 


guiſhed from other ſervants by his regard to 


the ſcriptural rules J have juſt mentioned, up- 


on what ground are they to take him for a 
Chriſtian? and how is the doctrine of God our 
Saviour to be adorned or recommended by 
him? . TT 


* 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
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I affect ionately intreat you alſo to reflect, how 


awful the caſe, if any of you ſhould thus be- 


come their ſtumbling block !. or lead them 
to ſuppoſe that Chriſtianity is rather a name or 
notion that puffs up its poſſeſſors, than that holy 
religion which the ſcriptures deſcribe !---I ſay, 
refle& how awful it is, for a Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſor thus to become a witneſs againſt Chriſtian- 
ity ; and an afliſtant to th god of this world 


in blinding the minds of them that believe not. 


| Here methinks I hear a ſincere lover of the 


truth ſay, * I ſee more clearly the nature of ” 


« my calling than F once did; ; 2 1 feel that I 5 


alſo have made miſtakes by not keeping my 


© eye more ſtrictly upon ſcripture rules.—-I 
© perceive I ſhall do nothing right, but as I ſet 
the Lord always before me Þ, doing ſervice un- 


to Him, and not merely to man; and looking 


aunto Him for that which J am to receive. -I 


© plainly ſee that many things, which others allow - 
themſelves in, are quite contrary to my pro- 
feſſion. If they are not faithful in the ſmall- 
F oft things, if they are diſpoſed to pleaſe on- 
«ly when they are pleaſed,---I am called to 


pf. xvi. 8. 12 Cor. iv. 4. 


15 1 


follow and imitate my heavenly Maſter, tak- 


ing up his croſs, and ſuffering patiently, though 
it be wrongfully, as he did before me.---It is 
but a little while that I can either ſuffer or 


© ſerve,---a little while and a poor ſervant ſhall 
6 reign. with. Chriſt. Let me then ſeek to glo- 


© rify Him more in my appointed ſtation, and 
6M only opportunity. And may my coming ſo 
1 ſhort, even in my beſt endeavours, lead me to 
* rely more ſimply and entirely on his merits 
© and mediation who took upon him the form of 7 


a ſervant ; 


commend, mult leave in every family where it 


is really found.---Men often laugh and ſcoff at 


a Chriſtian, when their conſciences are ſecretly 


pierced with the truth of his profeſſion: They 
are more goaded by truth than they chuſe to 


confeſs.---Few, indeed, are ſo hardened in ig- 


norance and fin, bat at one time or other, they 
are ready to cry, Let me die the death of the 


by whoſe obedience alone many 
are made vigbteous, and by whoſe poverty 
alone any can become rich.” 
Let me encourage ſuch a true diſciple of 

Chriſt by conſidering what a teſtimony ſuch a 


conduct, as the ſcriptures above mentioned re- 
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rigbteous Let my lat end be like. his. 
Nor is any ſtation ſo low and contracted, nor 
any proſpects ſo unpromiſing, as to forbid us 
to hope for ſucceſs by a patient continuance ix 
well doing f. For God who works by inſtru- 
ments, often glorifies his power by employing 
ſuch as men deſpiſe; and when HE pleaſes to 
work by ſuch, nothing can prevent the execu- 
tion of his deſign. 1 8 
Naauax, Captain of the bot of the King of L 
Syria, was a great man with his maſter, but 
he was a Teper. And the Sprians had gone out 
by companies, « and had brought away captive out 
_ of the land of Iſrael a little maid, and ſhe waited 
on Naaman's wife : and ſbe ſaid unto her miſtreſs, 
6 Would to God my Lord were with the pro- 
© phet that is in Samaria . ! for be would reco- 
* ver him of his leproſy 1 
Now, from the ſimple report of this little 
captive, what ſurpriſing conſequences follow- 
ed !- -The report is carried to her Lord JETER 
the king of Syria ſends in behalf of his favour- 
ite officer to the king of Ae, ; $99. Magman 


* Num. xxiii. 10. t Rom. ii. 9. f King v. 18. 
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goes to the prophet.---He is firſt led (and that 


by one of his ſervants) to ceaſe from his rea- 


ſonings on a divine appointment :---he then 
fubmits to it :---he receives health :---he © 

knowledges the true God :---he gives him glo- 
ry; and becomes a monument to all generations 
of the mighty effects which that God ſome- 
times pleaſes to produce by a ſervant's report. 
Let me add here, that I have found Naaman 
to be not the only leper recovered by ſuch a 


report. -I have known a more deſperate lepro- 


iy than his, healed in a ſimilar way.---I have 


ſeen, among other inſtances I could name, one 
of the moſt abandoned youths I ever knew, in- 


duced, by the patient example and affectionate 


perſuaſion of his father's ſervant, to turn his 

| eyes to the Fountain opened for fin © in the goſ- 

.- mal 3 man whom the youth had before long 

| ſcorned and inſulted, only becauſe, like Cain, 

his own works were eval, and his brother's righ= 
teous Þ. 

Fear nothing therefore, ſtanding i in your ap- 


pointed ſtation, and i in a right ſpirit; nor, on 


* Zech. xi, I, _— 1 John wi. 12. 
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any account, let thine heart env y /enners, in their 

momentary blaze: but be thou in the fear of 

the Lord all the day long ; for ſurely there ts 
an end, and thine expectation ſhall not be cut off *. 
-The higheſt and happieſt ambition of a. ra- 

tional creature is to ſtand waiting for that com- 
mendation, * Well done, thou good and faithful 
g fervant . ' thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things; I will make thee ruler over many 


things: enter thou into the Joy OF Tux LoxD .“ 


CHAP. X. 


The Irreligious addreſſed. 


8s a Minifter and Friend, J muſt not for- 
get thofe ſervants who, though of very 


different deſcriptions, are yet, at preſent, deſti- : 


tuts of true religion :---that religion, the prin= 


ciples and ſpirit of which I have ſtated, and the 
diſciples of which I have deſcribed. Such may 
have read this addreſs chus far, and ovght 
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buy no means to find it concluded, without a 


ſpecial regard to their caſe :---a caſe, indeed, 


_ which their Miniſter cannot but regard with the 


tendereſt compaſſion, and therefore here adds a 


few reflections for their particular conſideration 


and uſe.---Bleſſed be God our religion not on- 


ly commands us to love thoſe who differ from 


us, but it fluences us to do it. 


And ſuch I would affectionately entreat to 


examine, whether what ſhall be here addreſſed 
be not the plain declarations of God's holy 
word, quite apart from matters of private o- 
pinion, or doubtful diſputation.--- All I wiſh, 
for, is to call your attention to your Bible; 


to bring forward what God has ſo repeatedly 
ſaid, and what your heart and mine too, is ſo 


unhappily diſpoſed to forget. 


Let me alſo intreat you to be wiſe in time; 
for the greater part of mankind are cut off, be- 


fore they begin to think ſeriouſly :---they die 


without wiſdom , becauſe they die without tak- 


ing warning.---Like that Senator, who as he 


went to the aſſembly, had an account put i into 


* t iv. 7. 
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his hand by ſome friend, of a conſpiracy form- 


ed againſt his life: he was, however, too much 
engaged to attend to it, and therefore put it, 
for the preſent, into his pocket. -.-He intended 
to read it the firſt opportunity, but was ftab- 
bed before that opportunity came. 

It is under ſuch an anxiety that I now put 


this paper into your hand. There 1 is, indeed a 


conf piracy formed againſt your liſe; yea, againſt 


the deareſt part of man, your ſoul; which is 


very ſoon to enter an aſſembly compoſed of a 
nations, tongues, and people, ſtanding before God 


the Judge of all.---In the way an Adverſary * 
lies in wait to give a fatal ſtab to its everlaſt- 
ing happineſs; fin poiſons the dagger in his 


| hand; and a careleſs unbelieving ſtate of mind 


affords him opportunity: An ſuch circumſtan- 


ces, ſhall J ſcruple to warn you in the plaineſt 


terms ?---God forbid !---My filence would ha- 
ard my own ſafety. -I cannot forget what was 
once {aid to a miniſter, * If thou daſt not ſpeak 

% warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
Me man foal die in his iniguity, but his Blood 9 


9 | require at thine hand +. 


* x Pet. v. 5 + Ezek. xxxiii. 8, 


| hath warned us of our danger : 


[19 J 


The intereſts, therefore, of your foul are 


your deareſt intereſts. 
loſs of all other things, but this loſs will be ir- 
reparable : in loſing this, all will be loſt. For 
what ſhall it profit a man, if be ſhould gain the 


_ wwhole world, and loſe his own ſoul, 2 Or what 75 
Hall a man give in exchange for his ſoul ? 


Preſumptuous minds, Blinded by the god of 
this world t, may, indeed, ſeek to overwhelm 


every confideration of this kind with ſcoffs and 


ribaldry, and try to harden themſelves and 


others againſt the evil day, by the worſt of all 
hopes, namely , that God is not to be believed. 
But this deſperate conduct can make no altera- 


tion whatever as to the things deſpiſed ; the 


awful FACTS remain :--- Time flies apace; 


| Eternity approaches, whether we prepare for 


it or not and God ts not a man, that he 
Should lie; nor the ſon of man that he ſhould 


repent t. He hath declared his purpoſe : He 


He hath poin- 
ted out our remedy : it is his perfection that 
He cannot change, or deny himſelf ; and there- 
t Num, xxii. 19. 


* Mark viii. 36, 37. f 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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© fore, he calls. upon us to change ; that is, to 
turn to him and live *.. | 

a Such as think to avoid a danger by turning 
their eyes from it, have been well compared to 
that ſilly bird, who, when cloſely purſued, 

thruſts his head into the ſand or a thicket ; and: 
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| becauſe he does not ſee his purſuers, vainly 
hopes. that they have loſt ſight of him. 
But Wiſdom crieth. without, How long, Je 
ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity? and the ſcorn- 
ers delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knows 
edge? Turn you ut my Reproof f. Our wiſ- 
dom then conſiſts, not in ſhutting our eyes a- 
gainſt a danger, but in opening them to diſco- 
ver a refuge. Not in refuſing to hear the 
charge brought againſt fin, ſaying with the 
wicked, © Tuſh, thou God careſt not for it 
but in humbly confeſſing the evil ;---ſubmit- 
ting to HIS.account of it; and embracing the 
For all | 
attempts to conceal or excuſe this evil are 25 


* 


remedy HE hath provided againſt it. 


vain, as they are preſumptuous: it meets us 


in the Scriptures; in the Hiſtory of every age; 


* Ezek, xviii. 32. + Prov. i. 20.23. 


in the ſcenes of every day; and in our own 
Conſciences, if they are not blind or ſeared. 


Man indeed, may chuſe to make light of his 
guilt, but he ſhould recolle& that he is not to 


be the Jupek. -A Criminal may plead for 


mercy ; much more may he embrace it in any 
way it is offered: but in what Court is he al- 


lowed to decide upon his DESERTS ? 


How the Governor of the univerſe ought to 


puniſh fin, and what a government of infinite 


perfection, like his, requires, we (inſects as 


we are before Him) can form no right notions. 
| of.=—-It is folly, and preſumption of the worſt 
kind, when we attempt to determine what he 
' ought to do.---There is but one way left for 
wiſdom to chuſe; namely, where we can- 
not guide ourſelves, to accept of an infallible 
Guide; and what it is impoſſible we ſhould 
| know without God, to come and learn of God. 
When we look around us, and can ſee no other 
aſſurance of ſafety---no other probable reſting. 
place for the ſole of our foot; ſurely it is our 
wiſdom then, to prepare for the worſt that can 


| poſſibly happen , and to com e an 4 on has 
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| Surely, I ſay again, if any conduct deſerves. 
to be called wiſe, it muſt: be that which ſhuns 
the danger HE points out, and embraces a me- 
thod of ſafety which HE recommends; nor 
can folly itſelf be more fooliſh, than to plan, 
not only without his counfel, but againſt it. 
But what is this counſel (for I am labour- 
ing to perſuade you to abide by none but his) 
What hath he ſaid to every one of us ?---Is 
it not that he hath appointed a day in which he 
vill judge the world in righteouſneſs + ?-=-that- 
we ſhould ſtand ready to meet that day, becauſe. 
it cometh when leaſt expected t; and, that it 
ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rab in that day, than for thoſe who have li- 
ved under greater advantages and neglected 
them || 2 
He who is as a man taking a far Journey, and 
I hath committed to every one his work), ſpeaks 
. | | of a ſervant who ſhould ſay in his _ * my 
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Lord delayeth his coming,” and accordingly pur- 
ſues his evil courſe, equally regardleſs of God 


or man: but what is the conſequence ? The 


Lord of that ſcrvant will come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and in an hour when he 
& not aware, and will cut him in ſunder, and ap- 
point him his portion with the unbelievers *, 
He farther aſſures us, that it is not enough 


that we have not been riotous or injurious, like 


the ſervant above :---He informs us, that we 


have each a talent to improve, which you will 


find deſeribed at large in Matt. xxv.-Vou 


will there ſee another ſervant ( which is every 


careleſs ſinner) coming and declaring that, af. 


ter entertaining hard thoughts of his maſter's 


requirements, he had gone, in a ſort of deſpair, 
and hid his Lord's talent in the ear th; Lo 


there, ſays he, thou Ha that is thine 1 
What followed this wretched excuſe, and what 


became of him whom our Lord calls a wzcked 
and flothful ſervant, I (who would fain ſecure 
you from this end) intreat you to read ; and, 


with it, that very awful, but inftruQtive ac- 


* Luke xii. 45, 46. 
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count of the great day which immedistel y fol- 
lows it. | 
 Toliften, then, as this ſervant did, to our own 
vain thoughts, or to thoſe of our unbelieving 
companions, inſtead of attending to theſe gra- 
cious warnings of our Lord, is certainly one 
of the moſt deſperate deluſions that ever enter- 
ed the human heart. 7 all do as well as 
others, ſays a thoughtleſs creature; but ſhould 
he not firſt learn from the Judge of the whole 
{ | earth what others are doing —-Should he em- 
bark ſoul and body on the ocean of eternity up- 
* on ſuch a preſumption as this? (a ſort of pre- 
{| ſumption upon which he would ſcarcely riſk a 
ſhilling of his property), and eſpecially, after 
4 being expreſsly charged, not by his Minifler | 
3 only, but by his Saviou, to © Arive to enter in 
* at the ſtrait gate: and aſſured that broad is 
li I © the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
1008 © there be that go in thereat: but that * narrow 
| 1 ö © rs the way which leadeth unto life, and fro 
1 * there be that ſind i e 
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Io reſcue you, therefore, from a world which 


lieth in wickedneſs * ;---to prevent your com- 
mitting a miſtake-for which no remedy is pro- 


vided in eternity; and to awaken you to the 
purſuit of eternal life before the night cometh, 


when no man can work Þ ; I have brought for- 


ward theſe ſcriptures: and add -my fervent 


prayers, that they may be nas with 


a divine bleſſing to your heart. 


The incorf derat te warned. Ry 


PIOUS writer of the laſt Century yas 


ſome remarks To applicable to what has 
juſt been ſaid, that 1 ſhall ſelect and riger a 


paſſage or two for your uſe. 


e Some,“ ſays he, © are ſo carried away by 


*. me ſtream of evil company, that when one 

and another 1 is cut off, it does not daunt them, 
* becauſe they ſee not whither their compa- 

"0 nions are 0 OO OO. | do they think how N 


| * F Toba: v. 19. 
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ce ſuch- are now lamenting the madneſs. of a 
< careleſs ſtate. In Luke xvi. the rich mah in 
hell would fain have had one ſent to warn his 
five brethren, leſt they ſhould come to that 
place of torment. Probably, he knew their 
* minds and lives, and knew that they were 
66 haſting thither, little ſluppoſing that he was 
there. . 5 


« ] remember being told of a man {hin was 


driving a flock of lambs upon a bridge over 


the Severn : and ſomething hindering their 


cc paſſage, one of the lambs leaped upon the 
6e wall of the bridge, and fell ; into the ſtream: 
&« the reſt ſeeing him, one after another leaped 
e alſo over, and were drowned. Thoſe that 
« were behind little ſuſpefted what became of 
« them which were gone before, but thought 
they might venture to follow their compa- 
<«'nions.---Even ſo it is with unconverted men; 
« one dieth by them, and falls into deſtruction, 


ce and another follows and yet they purſue 


the ſame courſe, not conſidering where their 


* companions are gone : but when death hath 


once opened t their eyes, and they ſee what is 


en; 


ion, 


ſue 


helr 


1ath 


at is 
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% on the cher ſide of the wall „what would 


«they give to return! ? bn 08:91 


„Moreover,“ continues he,“ they have a 


* crafty and malicious enemy, whoſe principal 


« buſineſs is to prevent their converſion, and. 


« keep them quiet and ſecure * And this he 


l. attempts, by perſuading, them to diſbelieve 


e the ſcriptures, or not to trouble their minds 


with ſuch matters, or by perſuading them to 


4 think ill of a godly life: and that they may be f 
* ſaved without converſion; and that there is 


* no need of all this ſtir and anxiety about it. 


« He will tell them that God is ſo merciful 
« that there is no danger; at leaſt that they 


« may ſtay a little longer, and take their plea- 


«© ſure and follow the world at preſent, and res 


© pert hereafter. ---By ſuch deluſions as theſe, 


& Satan SOR them captives, and leads them 


: to ruin.” 


But conſider, I pray you, what means this 
repentance hereafter, that ſo many are thus de- 
luded with Can they repent at any time 
without the grace of God? Are they likely to 


obtain that grace, who continue to neglect and 


* Luke xi. 21. 
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deſpiſe it?---My concern for your ſafety obliges 
me to add, that nothing can be more expreſs 
than the declaration of our Judge, that there is 
4 time approaching in which thoſe who have 
ſet at nought his counſel, ſhall, indeed, call, but 
receive no anſwer . -O how many of them 
that are loſt, once vainly reſolved to repent 
hereafter ! 

If, therefore, fools nate a mock at fo +, and 
if, more Hooliſt Rill, they deſpiſe their only re- 
medy, turn from them to the voice of wiſdom 
and of God, in Proverbs, ch. i. for there you 
will ſee expreſsly deſcribed, both the Cbarae- 
ter and the End of ſuch men. 


CHAP. XII, 

A Minifter's Aim. 
UCH ſeri ptures as have been mentioned, it 
is confeſſed, have a tendency to diſturb 


and wound thoſe who live in a careleſs and un- 


converted ſtate: they were, indeed, written 


* Prov. i 28. > + Prov. xiv: 8 


1 


"N= 
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with this very deſign; let ſuch, however, re- 


collect that faithful are the wounds of a 


Friend *. 


When your body i 15 diſordered, you ſend for 
a phyſician or ſurgeon, and willingly ſubmit to 
whatever he preſcribes; you depend upon his 
{111 and integrity through, perhaps, a tedious 


and painful operation, if, peradventure, you 


may at length regain your health.- But what 
is the health of a dying body compared with 
the falvation of an immortal foul: ? Or who is 
that earthly phyſician, that may be truſted like 
the heavenly one, whoſe advice we have heard? 


Much more pleaſant i is a Miniſter's work, in 


healing a broken heart, than in breaking a hard 
one. To warn you of your danger, i is, indeed, 
our duty, but to congratulate you on your ſafe- 
ty would be our Joy:---We join the angels i in 
| rejoicing over a returning finner ; and as we 
ſee you united to the flock of Chriſt, we are 
ready to cry, with tne Apoſtles © What is our 


© hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not 


even ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus C bri/t 


* at bis coming? for ye are our glory and joy +. 


* Prov. xxvii. 16. + 1 Theſf. ii. 19, 20. 


H z 


” — — . Y bY 2 
— — —— - — = 2 N D - » —— — — 
* — — FG ants noe 
2 7 * - 
— * A — þ C K — — — — — — — 2 
—— + » —” — . — > i — — a — 4 3 
—_— 2 1 — — . = — * —_— wm Y 
— — — — a" — — Jo. — — 
— — — — ene RY — — —— eine; — — ny - 2 2 . - - _— J _ 
— — = * CAT Rat; % > * — . - R — 
— — 1 - 


— ©, ae Was Ahn 


NOS firms <p 


_ = > — — = — * 
o 


2 = —_ — 
_— 


- 2 0 5 I 

— — = — — — — 

; — ny ws * . — — IRR — . Kaba". 
- 5 2 22 , : 
_ We” — — p : 2 CIS : — 2 
= A A; . A 3 — — —— — 

— * 8 — - F 2 Y 8 . — —— 2 * — 1 
Fo — 2 — — 2 1 — . 6 1 : 
— — — TS A — — ER — Wyo — — — Y 

— r — 2 dock — — If — J 2 N ” we - E 


—_ 


— 


— 


[9] 
With what pleaſure was that letter written 
(though written in bonds) which was ſent by 


a Servant returning like a new creature to his 


Maſter ? I beſeech thee for my fon Oneft mus, 


« whom 1 have begotten in my bonds; which iu 
time paſt was to thee unprofitable ; bᷣut now 
ah profitable to thee, and to me. Mom I have 
&« ſent again; thou, therefore, receive him; that 
6e 7g mine own bowels,--- He, perhaps, depabted 

5 * for a ſeaſon, that thou Shouldſt receive hun 


Ae brother beloved 35 receive 


* A 


LT 


| 11190 — | for what a Miniſter 


: Goſpel; 25 Ws he: — to meet our . 


neceſſities, came down, and toot upon him tho 


form of a ſervant Þ, and ſends by whom, and 


in what way he will, give ſucceſs to my endea- 


Vvours for your benefit! That receiving your- 


ſelf the ineſtimable bleſſing of a ſaving conver- 
fion to God, you may become a bleſſing to e- 
very family you hve with.---Let your prayers 


be united with mine to this end---and be not 


* Philem, 10---17. 1 


return, remember how gran i or 
vites all that labour and a; * : 10 | 
come unto him for reſt +; E. he 
will in n wiſe: caft out bim that comes = that 
his blood ſhall, cleanſe ſuch from the guilt of 
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diſcouraged becauſe you cannot pray as you 


would. -- -Pray as you can. -God looketh mot 
at the. expreſſion, but at the heart; and hath 
declared that be ig nigh unto all them that call 
upon him. The ſcriptures you read will fur- 


niſh you with both matter and language for 
prayer, an example of which I ſhall leave * 


at the coneluſion. | eh 

If convinced of your ſad ſtate in na eg Wars 
dered from the beſt of Fathers, and if tired Pha. 
the prodigal, of its ſlavery Ax a. 


ſin, and his Spirit deliver them from the power 
of it, and that he will freely give his holy N 
rit to them that aſk, bim. | 


As his ſervants and 3 earth, we 


are bound to declare theſe truths, and to declare 
them with firmneſs on the authority of his 


Mord: -e can ſpeak of them alſo from our | 


| * Pc. 1 18. Fg 4 Matt. xi. 28. 
John vi- 37. | Luke xi. 13. 


1 * 


n 


" 1 2 * * ** _ 
7 2 - — . 2 2 * — — 
— 2 . >. _— 5 8 . — ” 
i K * 8 — — ah 0 1 5 Es 3 . r a” er * * 
Lr 1" Wins WOOL —_—  — —_—_ _ * 
— * — 


nr 119 ELIA PACE 


Mb r 


; 
: 
} 
' : 
1 : 
is x 
\Þ * 
1 
f 1 
; ! 
7 
= 
: 
IB 
Z® + 
{4 ; 
i i : 
\ 43 4 
© TIM 
1 
T7 
WN 
19 
i %<4$) 
1 , N 
A 
i * 
1 1 
ti J 7 
k { 1 
4 þ 
44.4 
{ 1 
1 11 
99 
* 1 
q - 
* 4 
n 
14 
10 
+ $98 
117 
1 a 
141 
21% 
W375 
is * 3 
i 1 
1 
1 
} 
1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

al 3 Co 
f } 

* 

i” 

$1 

$7 

29 

14 
*; 114 

TR 
2 x 

$05 7 

$7 
$5 
$ T3 
$3 
: 
34 
* 
N 
$1 

3 

1 

: 

: 

: 
Th 
18 
bil i 
a1 5 
1 * 

7 
14 
F 
j i 
, 2 
1 
ol 


"I — ADS . 
* ” * * — — 
E £58 SH 2 2 


— — 
— 
1 — _ 


c with us ; and t 


[ g2 ] 


own experience,---we have been in your condi- 


yon---we were convinced of our danger---we- 


advanced upon the credit of his truth: - -our 


proſpects brightened as we advanced and the 
more we know of religion and its Author, the 
more we feel and admire its evidence and im- 
portance : can We then help adopting the 


words of che apoſtle (though in a humbler 
| ſenſe) © That winch we have ſeen and heard, de- 


care we unto: you, that ye may bave fellowſhip 
waly our fello uſbip is with the 


3” 
8 
* 


* "ow _ W: 6 his ſon Jeſus Cbriſt: and 


1 we unto! you that your Joy 


1 is in . that you may aj the 


Focus increaſing conviction; for a Chriſtian's 
evidence grows with his experience.--- He that 


believeth on the Jon of God, bath the witneſs in 
himſelf+ ; and in his time and meaſure ſhall be 


enabled to refiſt every temptation to apoſtacy. 
with the holy confidence of that faithful ſervantt, 


* 1 John i. 3,4. | + I John; v. 10. 


1 DRY Biſhop of Smyrna, ſuppoſed to 5 been a diſ- 
ciple of St John, and the perſon meant by the Angel of the 


Church in Smyrna, Rev. ii. 8.-.-He ſuffered about the year 


8 1 
who, when urged to ſave his life by revil- 
ing his Maſter, replied, Eighty and fix years 
have 1 ſerved CHRIST, and never received any 
e thing but kindneſs from him: how then can I 

© now blaſpheme my KING and my Saviour?” 


A PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY Gon, who dwellft in the 
" high and holy place, with him alſo that 


is Poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth 
at thy word : mecifully attend to the cry of a 
loſt ſinner, who deſires to approach thee in the 


name and mediation of thy fon Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jam not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mer = N 
cies, for 1 have ſinned againft heaven and in thy 


abt : God be merciful to me a inner 


But who 1s a God like unto thee, pardoning 


iniquity, tran greſſion, 2 fin !--- Thou deli gt 
eft in mercy : Thou haſt often called, when I 


bave refuſed : Thou now crieſt in my heart, 
0 turn ye, for why will ye die * Turn thou mes 
O Lord, and I. ſhall be turned; heal me, and 1 


[94] 
ſhall be bealed ; fay unto W . 6 7 am 9875 


ſulvution.“ 


Glory to thy holy name, that when ! forgot 
thee thou didſt remember me, and ſtill faidft, 
ſeek ye my fuce; pour upon me now thy pro- 

miſed Spirit of grace and ſupplication, and in- 

cline my heart to reply, thy face, Lord, will £ 
feet ! Yea, I will feet tbee with my whole heart ; 
for bleſſed is the man whom thou ehooſo}t, and : 
cauſeſ# to approach unto thee. Remember me, 
therefore, O Lord, with the Favour that thou 
beareſt unto thy people: : O viſit me with thy fal-. 
vation : that I may fee the good of thy choſen. 

Let the Spirit of truth lead me into all truth: 

and ſo open the eyes of my under -/tanding, that : Þ 
may ſavingly underfland the ſeriptures z and 
find that Wi dom which giveth t ife ta them that 


| have it. 


And ſince thou haſt given eternal life ſo free- 
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ly, and declared this life to be only i in thy Sox: 
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grant that I may not be of them that draw back 
unto perdition, but of them that believe to the 
eving of the ſoul : that my truſt may be alone 
in 1 the Lord, my Redeemer: : Ira, God forbid 


r 


* 


2 — font 
T — 2 
1 4 Us" * 
E „„44%!!:rł . ou Ee RE 
- . — — — — ppt HD oh dt 


y OY 
„ —— —  ——  — 
— ig Sms: - 


2 © AM * PETTY 
gin 1 FS 
— . — 


L 95 ] 


#bat I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt! Give me Ref! through his la- 


bour; Health from his wounds; and Life by 
his death. 


Grant alſo, O my e Faber, that I 
may now what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 


power in them that believe. Let thy Spirit be 


a living ſpring in my heart, ſpringing up unto 
everlaſting life. Make me a living branch in 


_ the true vine, that I may bring forth much fruit 


to thy glory. May I feel the Foy of the Lord 


to be my ſtrength ; and find in every trial, his 


grace ſufficient for me. 
[0] that thou would: (t bleſs me indeed, in 3 


ing theſe thy promiſed mercies! and that thine 


band may be with me in my ſtation, keeping me 


from the evils and temptations which attend it. 


Bleſs me and make me a bleſſing to thoſe. I ſerve, 


to thoſe that ſerve with me, and to all my re- 


lations. 


As a ſervant enable me to walk before thee ; 


acting as in thy fight; and in ſerving Thee, 


while I ſerve thoſe thou haſt placed over me. 


Bleſs, O Lord, the e in which I live, and 
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help me to walk alſo before them with all hu. 
mility of mind; with truth and ſoberneſs ; di- 
ligence and patience : doing to others as I would 
they ſhould do unto me, that I may adorn the 

doctrine of God my Saviour in all things. 

As a poor pilgrim, travelling from time to 
eternity, help me to walk by faith, and not by 
fight. As my day is, let my firength be : ſhew 
me the path wherein I ſhould walk, for 1 lift up 
my ſoul unto thee, and bold thou me * in it, and 

1 ſhall be ſafe. 

As a helpleſs and Aying worm, to bon 
| ſhould I go but unto thee ? Thou haſt the words 
_ of eternal life ; Thou haſt promiſed all I want; 
1109] nor can I Jet thee go, except thou bleſs me. Ln 
[ | | Vi Graciouſſy protect me while I live ; ſupport 


N me when I come to die; fave, O ſave me from 
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the worm that never dietb and bring me 
| through the merits of my Redeemer, to that 
reſt which remaineth for the people of God. 
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WW 16 In his name, and for his ſake alone, I aſk 
Wii | 1 theſe mercies, to whom, with Thyſelf, and the 
| 1110 | Holy Spirit, be all honour and Borg, ons 
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| without end. Amen, 


